With the school prize being
awarded to the school with the
highest percentage of entries for
their roll size, we have a shot at
winning this, especially if the kids
with more than one animal draw
each of their animals for Pet Day.
Get your kids drawing and colour-
ing and get their artwork to us by
Friday 30.

Children in Rooms 1 and 2 are
reminded that their photos are
due to school next Wednesday.
The seniors theme is ‘Alive’ while
Room 2's theme is ‘Native’.
Please help your children to com-
plete this task.
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Dear parents and

caregivers,

For those who have not experienced a
Pet Day at our school yet, next Sunday
is the day. We try to place our emphasis
on the kids and their animals, and the
bond that they have formed in the time
that they have been rearing them. We
acknowledge that time has been short
this year, but the same can be said for all
of the children participating. In order to
keep the kids and their animals at the
heart of the day, we don't make a big
effort to raise funds on the day. That's
what the Gala is for. That's not to say
that there won't be a raffle, or food and
sweets available, because there will, but
we hope that everyone comes along to
support the kids as they show their ani-
mals, as well as take the opportunity to
mix with a few of the locals on the day.

If this is your first Pet Day, also be pre-
pared to get wet, as we have continued
with Pet Days in the rain for the last two
years. There really isn’t an opportunity to
postpone the day with the number of
people that we have to book to judge
and help out with the day.

We will have the kids bring their chickens
in next Wednesday so that we can give

them the attention that they deserve,
rather than be placed in a room for the
day on Pet Day. We want to see the kids
get their chickens out and talk about
them because this year the children will
be judged on how much they know about
their chickens and the way that they han-
dle them.

In this week’s newsletter, we have in-
cluded a brief summary of a study that
we have undertaken on the impact of pre
-school education on the learning of our
children up to six. We intend to continue
this study as our children progress
through school.

While | don’t want to get political, 1 will
say that in a time when foundations are a
hot topic in the building industry, and
central government is making every ef-
fort to improve them, the same can't be
said for our Government's commitment
to educational foundations in New Zea-
land. An inadequate percentage of edu-
cational dollars are being put into this
vital sector, investment in our children
from babies, is worth every penny. If you
get an opportunity to support the Early
Childhood Sector in their efforts to fight
cuts, please do so.

John Elliott
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Mimi Monsters vs Tikorangi 4:10
Tuesday 27 September.

Class photos went home with
children on Tuesday, if you have
not received yours, please con-
tact the school.
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Tomorrow is our last skating ses-
sion. Last week was postponed
as a staff member from Urenui
had a course that day. Could all
senior children please be at
school by 9:00 ready to leave for
New Plymouth tomorrow. All chil-
dren will need their helmets, and
are able to bring their own roller
blades if they would prefer.
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Thank you to all of the families
who turned out on Thursday
evening for the Maths Infor-
mation Session. We plan to run
another in the second week of
Term 4 to allow for those who
were unable to attend the first
evening. This session is also
open to parents of pre-school
children, so let any of our pre-
school families know about it,
and invite them along.
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Can children please bring a sau-
cer and vegies for pet day project

&1- ()

After two years of running our
B45 pre-school programme in its
current form, we have completed
a study into the impact of early
childhood education and its im-
pact on a child’s learning after
one year at school. The results
are clear, and support the school
targeting this age group.

Our findings have been that chil-
dren who have had consistent
Early Childhood Education, have
been much more likely to have
met the National Reading Stand-
ard set for a child after one year
at school. For the purpose of our
study, we have included Kinder-
garten, Childcare Centres, and
Play Centre as Early Childhood
Education, (ECE).

Children who have had both ECE
as well as participating consist-
ently in B45 over the year they
are four, have had the best re-
sults, with every one of them
meeting the National Reading
Standard at six years of age.

A full report was presented to the
BoT at last week’s meeting, and
a copy is available for any par-
ents who would like one.

Someone beginning with B...

Last week assembly was dominat-
ed by one family again. This time
the Butlers, with Jack Butler and
Tom Butler being made junior and
senior Student of the Week.. Jack
was made student of the week for
the way that he tackles everything
at school, (including the principal)
and the way that his determined
efforts bring him rewards.
Meanwhile, Tom has continued to
be a boy of integrity at school. We
encourage this in the children by
challenging them to do the right
thing, even when no one is watch-
ing. As simple as it sounds, this is
what real integrity is, and is a trait
that we all strive for. Well done
boys, keep it up.
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3.8x2.6m
Frame in good condition, but mat
needs replacing.
$100 Phone Rosanna 752 23017
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We have three impressive outdoor
furniture settings up for sale.
These have been crafted from the
Macrocarpa slabs that we have
had sitting at school since summer
last year. We plan to list one on
Trademe, and auction, or sell the
other two. If you are interested in
having a look and giving us an of-
fer, let John know, or take a look
for yourselves. The tables are cur-
rently being stored in the pool en-
closure.
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Every two years, the school asks
families for feedback on Health
and PE to ensure that our priori-
ties match those of our communi-
ty.

Please complete the survey, and
return to school by next Friday, 30
September.
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Orders are due back to school by
Thursday 29 September.

Please have a look at the Pet Day
details included in this newsletter.
Please also make any changes to
your child’'s animals and send
back to school so we can finalise
the order for the day.



