
Hello Families, 
 
It’s an amazing fact that there is al-
most as much rain on our planet as 
there always has been—but I do 
wonder why it’s not shed more equal-
ly! 
Rain and Rats—quite a week (Ralph 
got tempted by the apple—so did 
Rachel and Rusty! But there are 
more!) 
The framing is up, as you can see 
from the road. It’s exciting to see the 
actual size of the classroom. 
Please read the enclosed information 
about ‘bullying’. 
 
Cheers, 

               Judy Tulloch 
Principal 

 
Thought for the Day: 
 

“We can complain that rose 
bushes have thorns, or rejoice 
because thorn bushes have 
roses!” 
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Students of the week 

Anton Roper, Jade Lunn and Jor-
dan Little were the students of the 
week. Well done, keep up the fan-
tastic effort! 

 

Cross Country Trophies 

Please remember to return your 
cross country trophies before 
11th September! 

 

Tough Kid 2015 

This will be on Friday, 27th No-
vember at Yarrows Stadium and 
is open to all our year 5 and 6 stu-
dents who would like to partici-
pate.  Challenge yourself around 
the course with over 20 obstacles. 
Students will have the opportunity 
to compete as an individual and 
within a team of four. 
Please return the enclosed form 
so we can get our registrations in. 
This event is limited to 1400 chil-
dren and always books out, so we 
better be quick :). 

Working Bee 

We have a working bee on Satur-
day, 5th September, starting at 
12pm. It will be for a general tidy 
up, perhaps drop a few trees be-
hind the swimming pool, water 
blasting and wood shed clean out, 
etc. We realise it’s a busy time for 
the dairy farmers but any spare 
time would be greatly appreciat-
ed. Please contact Davis on 752 
3086 or 027 249 4440 for details. 
If you are unable to come along 
but still would like to help, could 
you please bring some smoko 
and refreshments? 

 

Lucky Bookclub 

Orders for the current issue 
(number 5) of the Scholastic 
Bookclub close this Monday, 31st 
August. If you are paying by 
cheque, please make it out to 
Scholastic NZ. 
Issue 6 is now out as well, orders 
need to be placed by 18th Sep-
tember. 

 

Swimming Pool 

In order for our pool to operate 
this summer we need parents to 
come forward to help with the reg-
ular maintenance of the pool. This 
would be on a roster system. 
Please get in touch with the 
school office. 
 
 
 
 



Touch Rugby 

Thanks to everyone for getting 
your forms in for touch rugby. We 
are still a bit short on players for 
the U9 and U7 teams, so if you 
have a child in these age groups 
that are keen, please get your 
forms in or see Frances.  
We will have a quick muster on 
Tuesday, 1st September at 3pm 
for any questions etc. 
Any queries, please contact 
Frances.   
  

Wanted for Gala  

For our upcoming Gala we are af-
ter: 
 Wax crayons  
 Chocolate moulds   

(non-returnable) 
 Tiny plastic animals 
 Non-stretch fabric for sewing 

children’s aprons  
Please leave at the school office. 

 

Pet Day 

Please return your Pet Day forms 
to school to confirm the animals 
that your child will be having for 
Pet Day this year. 
RD1 has kindly donated some bro-
chures with tips for rearing/leading 
your animals. 
LIC has a website www. 
calfclub.co.nz which has simple 
guides on how to select, rear and 
train calves for Pet Day. They also 
run an art competition with some 
great prizes up for grabs. 

Ministry of Education 

Boarding Allowances 

The Ministry of Education has 
boarding allowance funding availa-
ble to help students who live in re-
mote areas. If you are interested 
or think your child can benefit from 
a boarding secondary education, 
please visit the Ministry’s website 
www.education. govt.nz/school/ 
student-support/boarding-
allowances for more information. 
 

Sports Uniforms 

Could all netball uniforms please 
be returned to the office. 

Room 2 chil-
dren Jessica 
Woods and 
Deanna Dodd 
are making 
Pull-o-Meters 
in science 



Netball  

Results: 
Yr 5/6’s had a great tournament 
even though it rained on and off all 
day. They beat Welbourn 7-6, but 
lost to SHGC 9-10 and Coastal 5-10 
 
A big thank you to Zed and Louise 
for filling in. 

 

Basketball 

Results: 
Mimi beat Lepperton Legends 44-4 
PoD: Ani Butler 
 

Next Game: 
Tuesday, 25 August vs. Huirangi 
Hammers at 5:30pm 

 

Hockey 

Results: 
Mimi beat West End Whales 5-2 
PoD: Tom Butler, the ref :) 
 

Next Game: 
End of Year Fun Tournament: 
Sat, 29th August, games start at 
9:30am 
If you need to get hold of the coach, 
please leave a message on the 
school cell phone. 

 

Net Safety 

Keep safe on the net. Check out 
www.hectorsworld.netsafe.org.nz 
 

TERM 3 

CALENDARCALENDAR  
 
 

*LEN LYE GALLERY/ 
EXXOPOLIS    Fri 28 Aug 
 

LINES FROM THE NILE 
(TARANAKI FESTIVAL  
OF THE ARTS SHOW)  
at Waitoitoi Hall  Sat 29 Aug 
  

TOUCH MUSTER  Tue 1 Sept 
 
BoT MEETING  Tue 1 Sept 
 
TAINUI CRSS COUNTRY  Fri 11 Sept 
 

MIMI SPEECH  COMP. Mon 14 & 
    Tue 15 Sept 
 

*TAINUI SPEECH COMP. Fri 18 Sept 
 

*TARANAKI  
CROSS COUNTRY  Wed 23 Sept 
 

FINAL DAY   Fri 27 Sept 
 

* Trips out of school grounds,   
(transport may be needed) 
 

Please contact Sibylle or Judy at school 
for further information. 

 

School Lunches 

Here’s the roster for the next cou-
ple of weeks: 
Friday, 28 August: no lunch or-
ders due to trip to New Plym-
outh 
Friday, 4 September: Karen Gillett  
 

Please come and see Sibylle first 
to pick up cash, lunches need to 
be here at school by 12:30. 



Rude vs. Mean vs.  

Bullying - Defining the 

Difference 

We are, these days, very aware of 
the word ‘bullying’ used in schools 
and workplaces throughout our coun-
try. As a teacher and principal and 
perhaps because of being a certain 
age, I know that schools who say 
they have no bullying have their eyes 
shut.  
However, I am becoming fairly tired of 
that word being used for every inci-
dent. I came across an article the oth-
er day which really defined ‘bullying’ 
for me.  
During my career I have been very 
upset when parents have shared their 
outrage and helplessness about their 
kids’ experiences with bullying in 
school. My son was in his 30s before 
he told us how he got shoved into 
lockers and physically assaulted 
when he went to High School, be-
cause ‘his father was a principal’ (he 
learned to box!!). We were horrified 
that we didn't know.  
Often if a student is perhaps gifted 
but socially different or look different 
of speak differently, they can be sub-
jected to continual verbal and physi-
cal abuse or being shunned. The 
commonness of it all constantly 
astounds me. It is cruel. 
It is important, though, that you un-
derstand that while many stories of 
bullying are horrifying and sometimes 
really cruel, some of the stories are 
… well … really not so bad! Having 
leaves throw in your face may be un-
pleasant but it’s not really bullying. 
We all hear these stories often 
enough to realise that there needs to 

be a distinction between behaviour 
that is RUDE, behaviour that is 
MEAN and behaviour that is charac-
teristic of BULLYING. 

 
Here’s a synopsis of the article: 
 
RUDE: Inadvertently doing or say-
ing something that hurts someone 
else (sometimes it can be some-
body being critical of you in some 
way, thinking they are helping. 
The comment can still sting!). 
From kids, rudeness might look 
like jumping to the front of the line, 
bragging about their birthday, or 
throwing bark in someone’s face. 
On their own, these could have 
elements of bullying, but when in 
context, rudeness is usually spon-
taneous, unplanned, thoughtless, 
or poor manners, but not really in-
tended to hurt. 
 
MEAN: Purposefully saying or do-
ing something to hurt someone, 
once, or maybe twice. 
The distinction between rude and 
mean is intention. Kids are mean 
to each other when they criticise 
clothes, intelligence, coolness, ap-
pearance, or anything else they 
can find to denigrate. Very often, 
mean behaviour in kids is motivat-
ed by angry feelings and maybe 
the misguided goal of making 
themselves feel better than the 
person they are putting down. It 
can sound like “you are so fat/
ugly/stupid.” “I hate you.” “You are 
not my friend.” 



Nevertheless, mean behaviours 
can wound deeply, and adults can 
make a huge difference in the 
lives of young people when they 
hold kids accountable for being 
mean. Yet, meanness is different 
from bullying when it comes to in-
tervention. 
 
BULLYING: Intentionally aggres-
sive behaviour, repeated over 
time, that involves an imbalance of 
power. 
Bullying entails three key ele-
ments: 
 an intent to harm 
 a power imbalance 
 repeated acts of aggressive 

threats or behaviour 
  
Kids who bully say, or do, some-
thing intentionally hurtful to others, 
and they keep doing it with no 
sense of regret or remorse—even 
when their targets show their hurt 
and ask them to stop. The abuse 
may be physical, verbal, relational, 
or carried out via technology. (And 
remember I only deal with kids, 
but these behaviours are in the 
adult world too.) 
In our culture of 24/7 news and 
social media, we have a better op-
portunity than ever to bring atten-
tion to important issues. In recent 
years New Zealanders have paid 
more attention to bullying than ev-
er before. Thousands of children 
and adults have been given a 
voice, and hundreds of adults 
have been trained in strategies to 

keep kids safe. Legislation has 
been passed. We have anti-
bullying kits here at school, updat-
ed most years, and policies to deal 
with it. But at the same time, if kids 
and parents improperly classify 
rude and mean as bullying, we all 
run the risk of becoming so sick 
and tired of hearing the word, that 
this actual life and death issue 
among young people loses its ur-
gency. A child’s future may de-
pend on a non-jaded adult being 
able to discern between rudeness 
and life-threatening behaviours. 
So why is it so important to make 
the distinction between rude, 
mean and bullying? It is so teach-
ers, police, youth workers, parents 
and kids all know what to pay at-
tention to and when to intervene. 
I hope that we, at this school are 
able to do this. 
 
Thanks to Signe Whitson, child 
and adolescent therapist, for her 
insight. 
 
Kind regards, 

Judy Tulloch 


