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Dear parents and caregiv-
ers, 
Preparations are still being 
made for the looming cen-
tenary celebrations, and we 
are still after families to help 
out in a number of ways prior 
to, and during the weekend. 
I have had several conversa-
tions with families regarding 
the centenary, and I think it is 
important to understand that 
this is not an event held in isolation 
from the current school. As the cur-
rent generation using the school, we 
have an obligation to the generations 
that preceded us to host this event. If 
our involvement is four generations, 
or four years long, we all share re-
sponsibility for events like these in a 
community like ours. We all chose to 
live here, and this is an important 
event in our community’s existence. 
One never knows what is ahead for 
our children, and I expect that while 
the current students may not under-
stand the significance of this mile-
stone, in twenty-five, fifty, or seventy- 
five more years, some may very well 

become names that are etched into 
the ongoing history of this school.  
I may not have communicated clearly 
that while there is an expectation that 
our current families support and par-
ticipate in the centenary as the cur-
rent generation, there is no expecta-
tion that families register for the 
event, (unless you as parents were 
yourselves students here in your 
day).  
I encourage everyone to support this 
event in the spirit of our generation 
playing our part in our chapter of the 
history of the school, after all, it will 
only happen once in our lifetime.   

Regards, John Elliott 



Teacher Interviews 

Interviews are on next week. Your 
time slot will come home with this 
newsletter. If we did not receive a 
form back from you requesting a 
time, we have allocated one for 
you. Please bring a copy of your 
child’s end of year report with you 
to these interviews. We would also 
like to have the children sit in on 
these interviews as we believe that 
they should be involved in any dis-
cussions about their learning. 
 

Help! 

John is yet to hear from anyone 
who is willing to help out with su-
pervision of the work party that is 
booked for February 22 to wash 
down the exterior of the school 
and spread mulch on the gardens. 
While John would normally super-
vise, he is already doing a full day 
at the rodeo on this day. Having 
one person step up removes the 
need for a ‘full on’ working bee at 
school. This needn’t involve all 
day, but will mean being at school 
at 8:15 to get them started. 
Please let John know if you can 
help out. A couple of people could 
share. 
 

Mimi School Tops 

We still have a handful of Mimi 
tops still missing. Please get these 
returned to school as soon as pos-
sible. 
 

 

Concrete tunnels 

The concrete tunnel has been re-
moved from the sandpit and we 
are not planning to replace it. If an-
yone would like to come and take 
them away, they would make a 
great culvert for a crossing some-
where. They are sitting beside the 
sandpit and will need a tractor to 
remove. First in best dressed.  
 

Swimming Sports 

Tainui Cluster Swimming sports 
will be held at the Waitara Pools 
on Friday, February 28. A 
transport form will come home 
next week for you to indicate if you 
are able to provide transport on 
this day. 
 

Students of the week 

Last week Luka Hansen, Kaia El-
liott and Jared Lee were made stu-
dents of the week and were able to 
take Binny, Benny and Benson 
home for the weekend. Well done, 
kids! 



Centenary preparation 

We have now settled on a pro-
gramme for the centenary that 
may still change a little, but reduc-
es the amount of time that current 
school families need to commit to 
the day. 
Please have a look at the pro-
gramme that is inside this week’s 
newsletter. 
You will see that we have reduced 
the time that the current students 
and families need to be involved 
to 10:00am to 12:00pm.  
Following this, current students 
and their families are welcome to 
stay, but feel no obligation to.  
At 12:00, lunch will be served. If 
families choose to stay, packed 
lunches will be available  to buy at 
$15 per person, however you are 
welcome to bring a picnic lunch 
and continue to be part of the day. 
Anyone wishing to take up the 
bought lunch option needs to 
place an order for the required 
number by Monday prior to the 
centenary by letting Sibylle know. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: While the ex-
pectation is there for current 
students and families to sup-
port the Saturday morning of 
the centenary celebrations, 
there is no cost involved.  
Families bringing children to be 
part of Saturday morning is 
free. 
 
 

Scones for centenary 

morning tea 

We also ask that each family bake 
a batch of scones for morning tea 
on the Saturday of the Centenary. 
If you are unable to bake, please 
send some ingredients along on 
the Friday, when the kids at 
school will be baking scones for 
Saturday as well. A few parent 
helpers on Friday to assist with 
baking would be required as well. 
 
So to recap, we need some help 
with: 
Put up Marquee during week 
Help to set up interior tables 
and chairs on Friday 
Parking on Saturday 
Baking scones with kids on Fri-
day 
 
If you are able to help, please let 
John or Sibylle know. 
 

Head lice 

Please check your children for 
head lice and treat and re-check 
their heads. 
We rely on all families doing their 
bit to combat this, as one case 
can affect those who have treated 
their children. 
 
 



Homework 

Homework will start coming home 
with children in different forms over 
the next couple of weeks. The fo-
cus on any homework over the next 
few weeks is to establish classroom 
routines, taking home and returning 
homework weekly. 
Could all parents please reinforce 
the good habit of taking book bags 
out, completing work, then return-
ing them into bags. Book bags and 
homework being left on the table, 
under the bed, or behind the dog 
house are reasons children strug-
gle to complete and return home-
work. 
 

School Lunches 

Thanks to all the people who of-
fered to help with school lunch pick 
ups at Urenui 4Square. 
Here’s the roster for the next cou-
ple of weeks: 
Friday, 14th Feb: Steph Foster 
Friday, 21st Feb: Lisa Sarten 
 
Please come and see Sibylle first to 
pick up cash, lunches need to be 
here at school by 12:30. 
 
After a successful trial last year, the 
Home & School decided to offer 
different lunches (like hot chicken 
sandwiches, hot dogs etc.) once a 
month, starting in March. This will 
always be on the 2nd Friday each 
month, with notices going out be-
forehand. Orders for these would 
have to be in by Wednesday. 

 

CALENDAR  
 

SWIM COACHING  Mon 17 Feb — 
    Thurs 20 Feb  
 

PARENT TEACHER  Tue 18 Feb —  
INTERVIEWS   Thurs20 Feb 
 

TAINUI SWIM SPORTS* Fri 28 Feb 

 
SEA WEEK   Mon 3 Mar — 
    Fri 7 Mar 
 

MIMI SCHOOL CENTENARY  
CELEBRATIONS  Fri 7 Mar — 
    Sun 9 Mar 
 

TARANAKI ANNIV.  Mon 10 Mar 
 

JUNIOR ACITIVITY   Mon 17 Mar —

WEEK*   Fri 21 Mar 
 

WEETBIX TRYATHLON Wed 2 Apr 
 

LAST DAY OF TERM Thurs 17 Apr 
 

* Trips out of school grounds,  
(transport may be needed) 
 
Please contact Sibylle or John at school for 
any more information. 
 

 
 

TERM 1 


