
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
Thank you to everyone for your sup-
port last Friday for Beach Education 
Day at Mokau. 
This was a great day out, and the 
kids had some great tips and advice 
from the surf lifesaving crew that took 
them through the day. 
Ask your children what they learned 
about rips and the safety messages 
they got from the day. 
While we were there we talked about 
the fact that most of our rural children 
swim at unpatrolled beaches and the 
life savers had plenty of great advice 
for them about this also. 
I have been interested to read all of 
the media reports on school dona-
tions, and we have also received in-
formation from accountants on what 
can and can’t be called ‘fees’. 
For years, we have not asked for any 
annual school donations, with all of 
the charges included on school sta-
tionery accounts being real costs, 
passed on to families at our cost. We 
work really hard to make learning at 
school as free as possible to families, 
and I have been asked by a parent to 
challenge our families to reflect on  
all of the additional experiences our 
children receive for little or no addi-

tional charge. Last week alone, our 
children had a combination of experi-
ences from surf school, deep water 
and snorkelling at the Waitara Pools, 
and Beach education day. All for just 
ten bucks for the surfing. And then 
there is Activity Week free for Year 1-
3, An action packed Outdoor Educa-
tion week for Year 4’s for just $40, 
and let’s not forget a week of snor-
kelling at Goat Island and exploring 
Great Barrier Island for $100. It 
would be wrong to say that there is 
no other ‘cost’ to these experiences, 
because we do work very hard to 
support our Home and School in its 
efforts to raise funds that pay the 
bulk of the costs for these activities. 
But, I am disappointed at the media 
picking up on schools that chase 
large donations each year, and miss 
the hard work of communities like 
ours who work together to try to pro-
vide the very best education possible 
for our kids without having our hand 
out too much.  
Having said that, our hand has been 
out a lot lately for your support for 
food and transport this term. I prom-
ise that I am only sampling a few. 
Truly.  

Regards,  John Elliott 
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Caravan Association  

Please remember that baking 
needs to be at the school by 
9:30am this Saturday. Please do 
not cut cakes and slices, they will 
be cut at school to get an even 
size for pricing. Alternatively, bak-
ing can be dropped at school on 
Friday afternoon/evening. 
Thank you to those who have 
made themselves available for 
running the cake stall.  
 
Morning tea Crew: Karen Gillett, 
Steph Foster, Sibylle Sulzberger, 
Melinda McClutchie, Kelly Stew-
art, John Elliott. Can all of these 
people be at school by 9:00am 
 
Dinner Crew: Delwyn Redshaw, 
Jo Appleyard, Lisa Sarten, Julie 
Hill, Sarah Blyde, Melinda 
McClutchie, Kelly Stewart, John 
Elliott, Murray and Frances Butler. 
Can all of these people be at 
school by 5:00pm on Saturday 
and bring a crock pot with you. 
 
Salads need to be at school at 
5:00 on Saturday. If you find it dif-
ficult to make two trips, they can 
be left at school with your baking 
in the morning. 
 
Thank you for your support. We 
have had a great turnout of sup-
port, with all of our families pitch-
ing in, we should be able to make 
most of the money for the fall area 
of our new playground. 

 

Formula Tins 

Can we please have four formula 
tins for this weekend if you have 
any at home. 
 

Junior Activity Week 

Junior Activity Week is drawing 
near. Please read through the in-
formation that has been sent back 
regarding the activities that the 
children will be doing during the 
week. The stay at Blyde’s baches 
is such a valuable opportunity for 
us to give our kids overnight ex-
periences so close to home. We 
can drive for hours to camp at a 
venue that is nowhere near as 
amazing as Mimi beach, we are 
so lucky. Thank you Murray and 
Sarah! 
 

Year 4 Outdoor Educa-

tion Week 

The children all brought back in-
formation and programme on our 
Year 4 Outdoor Education Week. 
John will be leading this, but will 
be gone all week with the seniors 
at Great Barrier Island, so we will 
be hitting the ground running on 
Monday after their return. Thank 
you to all of the parents who have 
made themselves available for 
different days during this week, if 
you have indicated that you are 
able to help, John will be relying 
on your support with Junior Activi-
ty Week drawing heavily on our 
parents time also. 



Free Kittens 

3 cute grey kittens to give away. 
Contact Alie on 027 2879517 
 

Touch shirts  

Thanks to everybody who returned 
their touch shirts so far. We are 
still missing 2 shirts (U7’s numbers 
6 and 11). 

 

New Playground 

After spending time consulting 
with the kids about the play-
ground, we have ordered Stage 1 
of the new playground. Paul 
Honeyfield has kindly agreed to 
project manage the removal of 
one section of the current play-
ground, ground preparation and 
construction of the fall area, and 
coordinating the installers of the 
new equipment. The deconstruc-
tion and new fall area will be com-
pleted during the holidays and the 
new playground will be installed 
not long after.  
As part of stage 2 a basket swing 
will be installed. This is in re-
sponse to requests for swings at 
school. At some stage, a few low 
key swings will be installed back in 
the trees, but they remain prob-
lematic in the space they require 
and the fact that they can only be 
used by one or two children at any 
one time. 
 
 
 
 

Mathletics 

Mathletics is New Zealand’s lead-
ing online resource for Maths. It’s 
the next generation in learning, 
helping students enjoy Maths and 
achieve outstanding results. 
All children in years 2 to 6 have 
now been set u 
p with a username and password 
to access Mathletics from home to 
support their in-class learning.  
This tool is provided by our school 
at not extra cost for families. 
Please take a look at what your 
child is doing and that they are be-
ing responsible. The Mathletics 
website is www.mathletics.co.nz. 
 

Great Barrier Camp  

Please bring you gear and food 
down to school to be packed in the 
trailer between 2:00pm and 
4:00pm on Sunday.  
Can everyone please be at 
school at 5:30am Monday morn-
ing, ready to go as close to this 
time as possible.  
All children’s snorkelling gear 
should already be at school to be 
packed together in Murray Butler’s 
car on Saturday in order that eve-
rything we need is ready to go 
when we get to Goat Island on 
Monday. 
Children’s wetsuits can be packed 
into their main bag as we are hir-
ing full length wet suits for the chil-
dren at Goat Island. They will 
need their wetsuits at Great Barri-
er Island. Wetsuits are also availa-
ble for hire for adults for $25. 



Swimming Sports 

On our return from Great Barrier 
Island, Junior Activity Week, and 
Year 4 Outdoor Adventure Week, 
we will be furiously preparing for 
swimming sports on Thursday 12th 
March. 
We go through to the Waitara pools 
for swimming sports as our cluster 
believes that it is important to pre-
pare our kids for competitive swim-
ming in a large pool. 
5-7 year olds complete swimming 
and water activities in the small 
pool, while the more confident 7 
years olds join the rest of the chil-
dren to complete width races in the 
main pool. 

TERM 1 

CALENDARCALENDAR  
 

CAMPERVAN  
ASSOCIATION  Fri 20 Feb  - 
    Sun 22 Feb  

SENIOR CAMP 
GREAT BARRIER IS.* Mon 23 Feb - 
    Fri 27 Feb  

JUNIOR ACTIVITY WK & 
YR 4 CAMP*   Mon 2 Mar - 
    Fri 6 Mar 
 

TARANAKI ANNIV.  Mon 9 Mar 
 

TAINUI SWIM SPORTS. Thur 12 Mar 
 

WEETBIX TRYATHLON* Wed 1 Apr 
 
TERM 1 ENDS  Thur 2 Apr 

 

* Trips out of school grounds,  
(transport may be needed) 
 
Please contact Sibylle or John at school for 
further information. 

School Lunches 

Here’s the roster for the next cou-
ple of weeks: 
Friday, 20 Feb: Lisa Mc Clutchie 
Friday, 27 Feb: Nikki Elliott 
 
If you are able to help with picking 
up school lunches at Urenui 4 
Square once or twice a term, 
please get in touch with Sibylle. 
Currently we’ve only got 5 parents 
helping out. 


