
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
Welcome back everybody! It was great 
to see a 100% turnout of students yes-
terday, with many local schools not re-
turning until next Monday. 
I am excited about the year ahead, and 
will be sharing with you all some of the 
plans we have for your school, and your 
children this year. 
Firstly, we welcome a couple of new staff 
members of the team this week, with 
Miss Megaw spending her first day get-
ting to know her class. Nicole is settling 
in well, and I think we are really lucky to 
have had her choose to start her teach-
ing career with us. 
Chad Jacob will be with us for the first 
term, coming in one day each week with 
a focus on PE, initially cricket. Chad is a 
young teacher currently in Urenui waiting 
to set of on his OE later in the year. 
With Miss O’Sullivan, Mrs Riddell, Mrs 
McDonald, Mrs Butler, and Tara all re-
turning in 2015, rounded off by Mrs Sulz-
berger in the office, we have a great 
staff, and a group of wonderful teachers 
that I would happily have teaching my 
own children (that’s right, they already 
do). 
Many changes are planned for the year, 
from a new classroom and toilet block, 
through to changes to the classroom 

names from numbers to bird names. 
How many others get confused by which 
class is Room 1 and which is Room 3?... 
The junior room has begun the year as 
Kiwi Class, while Rooms 1 and 2 will be 
exploring native birds this term before we 
settle on bird names for their rooms also. 
The bird theme will be picked up also 
through our Year 5 and 6 camp to Great 
Barrier Island, as well as the Year 4 
camp and activity week later in Term 1. 
Another change for us this year has 
been the bulge hitting Years 4-6 creating 
the need to split our Year 4 group among 
two classes. This has been done in con-
sultation with families, with the decisions 
being made for a combination of rea-
sons, both academic and social. We trust 
that families support the school to make 
this transition as smooth as it can be.  
When I look at the opportunities our chil-
dren are getting, and the people that 
they get to meet at school each day, I 
think how lucky Mimi kids are, and hope 
that our families can also see what a 
great deal their children get at our little 
rural school. If you think so, tell your 
child’s teacher, they work so very hard to 
make it all happen for your kids. Start the 
year as you plan to continue. 

Regards,  John Elliott 
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Piano Lessons 2015 

Debbie Larson will have up to 4 
spaces available for piano lessons 
this year. Cost is $15 per 20 minute 
lesson. Please let Sibylle know. 
 

Guitar Lessons 2015 

Marie MacRae will have spaces 
available for Guitar lessons from 
next Tuesday (please note the 
change in days). Cost is $20 for a 
half hour session payable at the 
start of each term.  Please let Sibyl-
le know. 

 

Great Barrier Camp 

meeting  

Next Wednesday, 4th February 
from 7:00pm to go through planning 
and organisation for the trip from 
23rd to 27th February. 
The following 15 adults are coming 
on camp. 
John Elliott, Nicole Megaw, Sarah 
Blyde, John Burnard, Murray But-
ler, Steph Foster, Paula Kahui, Jon 
Hill, Karen Gillett, Maire Lunn, Alex 
Nash, Dean Redshaw, Andrew  
Sulzberger, Tom Weston, Kevin 
Willison. 
 

Deep Water Sessions 

All students in years 4-6 will be 
travelling through to the Waitara 
Pools for water safety sessions. 
These will include deep water ses-
sions in the diving pool, snorkelling 
sessions in the main pool, and 
swimming sports preparation. 
Please complete the form if you are 

able to help transport our 32 Year 4
-6 students. 
 

BoT News 

After hours of planning for the ad-
dition of the new classroom, and 
seeking Ministry approval for the 
changes that we need to make to 
get the best out of our property for 
the kids, the BoT is nearing a 
stage that work will be able to 
begin. 
With regard to the front of the 
school, and students safety, we 
have met with NPDC Councillors, 
Clifton Community Board mem-
bers, roading engineers, and our 
own families. While there is some 
agreement on what is best and 
safest for our children, we must 
be mindful of what is achievable 
with what we have.  
Given the variety of opinions 
about what the school should be 
doing about the situation with our 
limited resources and time, we 
have resolved to ask our families 
for their priorities in the situation. 
Please complete the slip and re-
turn in to school, so that we can 
take the action in an informed 
way.  
 

Wai iti Cleaner wanted 

Casual cleaner wanted for Wai-Iti 
Beach Retreat 1-4 hrs per day over 
the summer months (Dec—May). 
Pay $23/hr.  
Please contact Shelly Carrington 
on 752 3726 
 



Swimming Pool 

The swimming pool has had a 
thrashing over the summer break 
with the fantastic sunny and settled 
weather. This has proven a chal-
lenge for John and Nathan Foster 
who have tended to the pool during 
this time.  
Massive thanks to Nathan who took 
control while John was away and 
kept the pool in pristine condition 
during this time. 
Big thanks to Simon Woods also 
who tended to weeds and edges 
prior to school starting back. Thank 
you!  

  

2015 Weetbix Tryatlhon 

Registrations are now open for the 
2015 Weetbix Tryathlon held on 
Wednesday, 1st April 2015.  
If you child/ren is/are interested in 
entering please complete the Weet-
bix Tryathlon form. Students can 
enter as part of a team or individual-
ly. 
Mr Elliott is our school coordinator 
and he will enter kids as soon as 
the school registrations portal is up 
and running for our school. So far 
we have the following children in the 
team. 
Rebecca Burnard 
William Honeyfield 
Livi Kahui-Hill 
Hannah Lee 
Zed Stewart-Cranson 
Corbyn Ape-Esera 
Sophia Sulzberger 
Maia Sulzberger 
We require 14 children to be eligible 
for a school team, and have had 

around 20 in past years. Please get 
in touch with school if you need an-
other form.  
The $35 cost is passed on to fami-
lies through your stationery account. 
 

Library Books 

Can all library books your child/ren 
might still have at home please be 
returned to the Library ASAP. 

 

Parent teacher  

Interviews 

Our first parent teacher interviews 
for the year are scheduled for Mon-
day 9th February to Thursday 12th 
February. Please fill in the form to 
book in a slot.  
PLEASE remember that everyone 
wants 3:15, and there is only one 
of them each day, so we ask that 
you indicate more than one time 
slot per child, as it is very diffi-
cult to accommodate everyone 
when only one slot is selected 
and we do not know if earlier or 
later is preferred by you. 
These are three-way interviews that 
involve your children being in the 
interview. We like to base these in-
terviews on your child’s end of year 
report, so please make sure that 
you bring them along so that we can 
discuss their needs and how we 
plan to move them forward in 2015. 
Our mid-year interviews will then be 
an opportunity to get together to see 
what progress has been made and 
set new goals for the remainder of 
the year. 



Caravan Association 

The caravan association will be at 
the school from 20th to 22nd Febru-
ary. We would like all families to pro-
vide a salad (not lettuce or coleslaw) 
and some baking for this event. 
There will be a list in the office for 
you to fill in what you are planning to 
make, so we can avoid too many 
double ups. 
 

Camp, Outdoor Educa-

tion Week and Activity 

Week 

This year is a Great Barrier Camp 
year, and following our camp meet-
ing last year where we unanimously 
decided to take only Year 5 and 6 
students, Mr Elliott has planned an 
alternative Outdoor Education Week 
for the Year 4’s involving stays, and 
outdoor activities. This will be run the 
week following the Year 5/6 camp at 
the same time as Junior Activity 
Week. 
 

Surf School 

The Year 5 and 6 students will be 
having a surf day with surfing in-
structor Daisy Day Tuesday 10th 
February. Year 4 students will be 
having a surf school day with Daisy 
as part of their outdoor education 
week. We will be asking for help with 
transport next week. 
 

School Lunches 

Friday, 30 January: Lisa McClutchie 
Friday, 6 February : Waitangi Day 

TERM 1 

CALENDARCALENDAR  
YR 4/5/6 DEEP  
WATER SESSIONS* Thur 5, 12  Feb  

(Postponement Day) Thur 19 Feb 
 

WAITANGI DAY  Fri 6 Feb 
 

PARENT TEACHER  
INTERVIEWS   Mon 9 Feb - 
    Thur 12 Feb 
 

BEACH ED MOKAU * Fri 13 Feb 
 

CAMPERVAN  
ASSOCIATION  Fri 20 Feb  - 
    Sun 22 Feb  
 

SENIOR CAMP 
GREAT BARRIER IS.* Mon 23 Feb - 

    Fri 27 Feb  
 

JUNIOR ACTIVITY WK & 
YR 4 CAMP*   Mon 2 Mar - 
    Fri 6 Mar 
 

TARANAKI ANNIV.  Mon 9 Mar 

 

WEETBIX TRYATHLON* Wed 1 Apr 
 
TERM 1 ENDS  Thur 2 Apr 
 

* Trips out of school grounds,  
(transport may be needed) 
 
Please contact Sibylle or John at school for 
further information. 
 

If you are able to help with picking 
up school lunches at Urenui 4 
Square once or twice a term, 
please get in touch with Sibylle. 


