
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
I don’t know if everyone has seen the 
media reports about maths that are 
circulating at the moment, but it is 
important that families understand 
the typical misreporting and misin-
formed views that are being put for-
ward at the moment. 
I am always disappointed by head-
lines and articles that report on 
‘schools’. Which schools? How 
many? Give me the facts because no 
reporters or researchers have spo-
ken with us about our maths pro-
grammes or how we approach basic 
fact, and I know that they haven’t 
spoken to the principals that I know. 
Basic fact has never been dropped 
from the maths programme as these 
reports suggest. Neither have the old 
fashioned written forms of solving 
problems. 
I was interested in a radio host re-
porting to Taranaki that ‘schools’ are 
not encouraging children to develop 
instant recall of problems like 7+5, 
but are teaching strategies for solv-
ing this instead. Poppycock. Which 
schools, Ken?  
Further, these reports have been 
based on research that is equally 
flawed and misrepresents the facts. 
Our ‘slip’ in international performance 

actually reflects an improvement in 
the performance of Asian countries. 
Interestingly, New Zealand is joined 
on the mathematics ‘slip and slide’ by 
Finland. Finland has what is interna-
tionally regarded as the highest per-
forming education system in the 
world. If the researchers and report-
ers had actually read the report they 
would have discovered that the area 
that this ‘decline’ has occurred is ac-
tually in problem solving, rather than 
computation which their reports focus 
on. This is an area that ’schools’ 
have been proactively trying to im-
prove all around the country. It is my 
hope that when any discussions are 
held about the state of mathematics 
in our country, our parents will ask 
those involved if they have actually 
asked their school how they are 
teaching mathematics to gather the 
facts from where the rubber hits the 
road, rather than rely on fifth hand 
information that skews the facts into 
fairy tales. 
I apologise for the soap box, but we 
are not given the opportunity to put 
forward our comment to reports like 
these. 
 

Regards 
John Elliott 

MIMI SCHOOL 
“WHERE THE COUNTRY, COAST, AND CLASSROOM MEET” 

                               11 June, 2015 



Students of the Week 

Indiana Nash-Gillett, Zsalea Ellis 
and Serenity Goldsmith Hine were 
the students of the week.  
Well done, keep up the fantastic 
effort! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Head lice 

There have been a couple more  
cases of head lice reported by 
families to school. Please be vigi-
lant and check your child/ren’s 
hair. If you have treated your chil-
dren, remember to retreat a week 
later, and make sure that you 
thoroughly wash bedding also to 
guard against re-infestation. 

Bus vests 

If your child rides the bus can you 
please make sure that your child 
wears their bus vest to school in 
the mornings. If they are after-
noon riders, please make sure 
that they have it in their bag. 
These vests are for the kids safe-
ty, and are part of the schools 
road safety policy. 
These vests were generously do-
nated by Farmlands and we have 
a limited supply, so are unable to 
allocate more than one to a child 
who for any reason has lost 
theirs. 
In the case of children who have 
misplaced their vest, please get in 
touch with us directly at school 
and we will allocate a second 
vest, however, we would like par-
ents to take responsibility for help-
ing their children develop good 
habits to ensure that the vests are 
not left ‘under the bed’ or ‘in the 
garage’ at home. 
 

Spare Clothes 

With the colder and wetter weath-
er upon us, could you please put 
some spare clothes in your chil-
dren’s bags. 
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Gala 2015 

Please note that the date for the 
next Home and School Gala meet-
ing has changed to Wednesday 
24th July 7:30pm in the library.   
A parent has come forward to co-
ordinate the gala, so this meeting 
will be to set a date for gala, get a 
sub-committee and start organis-
ing.  If you want to have an input 
into the gala, make sure you at-
tend this meeting.  
 

Interschool Rugby 

Congratulations to the interschool 
players who won their last game 
112-0 against Tikorangi. The next 
game is against Kaimata at St Jo-
sephs School on Thursday, 25th 
June. 
 

Fuel Vouchers  

If you provided transport for chil-
dren to Tawhiti Museum and/or 
Tariki as part of the Junior/Year 4 
Activity weeks last term and have-
n’t picked up your fuel vouchers 
yet, please come and see Sibylle 
at the office. 
 

Principal Vacancy 

The recruitment process for our 
new principal is well underway. 
We will start sending out applica-
tion packs on Monday. So watch 
this space! 
Remember, the Board members 
are available if parents wish to dis-
cuss any matters.  
 

One Day gifted and tal-

ented school 

Taranaki is trying to establish clas-
ses for gifted and talented stu-
dents in Taranaki. These ‘one day 
schools’ offer classes for children 
for one day a week to supplement 
their learning in the regular school. 
They are not run instead of regular 
school, but as an enrichment to a 
child’s regular school.  
In Taranaki we have a One Day 
School called eXtension pro-
gramme. This is only currently 
able to operate for one day a week 
but a group of families and princi-
pals want to develop it further to 
make room for the estimated 400 
children in Taranaki who are gifted 
and talented. 
There will be an Open Day at the 
eXtension programme next Thurs-
day, 18 June from 11am to 
12pm at Devon Intermediate.  In-
terested families are most wel-
come to come along to have a 
look.  
  

Quiz Night at Waitara 

High School 

Waitara High School is holding a 
Quiz Night on Saturday, 13th 
June. Teams of 6. Contact 
Frances if you’re interested in put-
ting a team in. Come and support 
our local High School! 



Netball  

Results: 
Yr 5/6 BYE  
Yr 4/5 drew against WCS Tahi 5-5 
PoD: Riley Foster 
Yr 3 lost to Wta East Kowhai 1-9 
 

Next Games: 
Yr 5/6 WCS Rua, 5:30pm  
Yr 4/5 vs. Huirangi, 4:45pm 
Yr 3 vs. St Josephs Giants, 3:45pm 
 

Basketball 

Results: 
Mimi beat Lepperton Legends 46-
10 
PoD: Louise Blyde 
 

Next Game: 
vs. East Kings 5:30pm 
 

Hockey 

Result: 
Mimi beat Central Black Sticks 9-0 
PoD: James Hill 
 

Next Game: 
vs. St Pius X Vikings 11:30 

 

School Lunches 

Here’s the roster for the next cou-
ple of weeks: 
Friday, 12 June: Maire Gill 
Friday, 19 June: Lisa McClutchie 
 

Please come and see Sibylle first 
to pick up cash, lunches need to be 
here at school by 12:30. 

 

 

Emergency Phone Tree 

We are in the process of updating 
our emergency phone tree to go 
out to school families.  
If you haven’t returned your form 
yet, could you please send it back 
to school as soon as possible. 
 

Sports Uniforms 

Work is underway for the produc-
tion of Studio Mimi 2015. For our 
sports clip, we would like all chil-
dren to bring in their rugby, bas-
ketball, netball, and other sports 
uniforms for all sports to film our 
2015 winter sports clip. 

TERM 2 

CALENDARCALENDAR  
 
 

BoT MEET   Tues 23 June 
 

HOME & SCHOOL MEET Wed 24 June 
 
INTERSCHOOL RUGBY* Thur 25 June 
vs. Kaimata 
 
WINTERFEST MOKAU* Fri 26 June 
 

FINAL DAY   Fri 3 July 

 

COMMUNITY DINNER 
ELLIOTT’S FAREWELL  Fri 3 July 
 

* Trips out of school grounds,  
(transport may be needed) 
 
Please contact Sibylle or John at school for 
further information. 


