
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
How good were the 
kids at swimming 
sports yesterday? 
I was once again 
inspired by our chil-
dren and the way 
they competed in 
the competitive 
pool.  
All of the children 
made their school 
and families proud, 
with two key mo-
ments for me being 
the boy who ‘was 
no good’ at back-
stroke but swam anyway, as well as 
the girl who was coming last in nearly 
all of her races, but didn’t give up so 
she could score some points for her 
school.  
And bringing home eight out of nine 
age group trophies was a pretty good 
effort too. Well done Mimi. 
More importantly though, I am en-
couraged by the confidence and ca-
pability among our children in the 
water. As well as having some fast 
swimmers, we also have many 
strong swimmers, who may not win  
the races, but who hold their own in 
the water.  

 

This is my real goal as an educator, 
as we strive to ensure that all of our 
kids are competent in the water 
should they end up in it when they 
are not expecting it. 
This focus is obviously shared from 
home, and we are pleased to be able 
to support it from school by maintain-
ing a pool. Speaking of pools, we will 
do our best to keep the pool opera-
tional to the end of the term, but will 
let families know when it has been 
closed for the season. Boo! Summer 
is over. 

Regards 
John Elliott 
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One.. Two. Maia and Hannah 
hold their place rods high. 
Lucy (Smiley) Blyde, even has 
time for a smile while she is 
‘getting in the zone’ before her 
backstroke. 
Let’s not forget the juniors, with 
the 5-7 year olds showing off the 
water confidence they have been 
developing. Jordan and Toni are 
pictured along with Mr Single who 
does a legendary job with Miss 
O’Sullivan in the small pool. 
And.. Nervous much?! Half of the 
winning relay team ponder their 
chances ahead of the school relay 
race. 



Netball, Basketball, 

Hockey 

Believe it or not, it is time for us to 
start organising winter sport. From 
school, we will be offering netball 
for Years 3-6, basketball for Year 
5 and 6, as well as exploring hock-
ey for Years 3-6. Netball will be 
played Wednesday afternoons, 
with practice times TBA, Basket-
ball is played Tuesday afternoons 
with a practise TBA, and Hockey 
will be played Saturday mornings 
at the New Plymouth hockey turf 
with a practise TBA. We will be 
needing at least seven players to 
make hockey viable. 
 

Winter Sport Muster 

Netball, Basketball, Hockey 
3:30pm TODAY, 13th March at 
school. 
If your child would like to play one 
of the above sports, please be at 
school to register them for our 
school teams. 

 

Vomiting Bug  

Unfortunately, we have still had 
three children come down sick 
with this bug this week, so it is still 
persisting. 
If your child shows any sign of the 
bug, please keep them home for 
24 hours after they have stopped 
showing signs of illness. 
The advice I have received on this 
bug is that frequent washing and 

thorough drying of hands is the 
only way to combat the spread. 
We are encouraging the children 
to lather for 20 seconds and dry 
for 20 seconds which can seem 
like a reaaaalllyyy long time for a 
child, but please encourage this 
from home. 
 

Homework  

Homework for all classes is now 
established. Homework comes 
home on a Monday and is due 
back on a Friday. Please encour-
age your child to complete this. 
Little bits broken up each night 
can sometimes be easier than hit-
ting it in one night. 
 

Stationery/Sports/Camp 

Family Accounts  

Stationery accounts are going out 
with today’s newsletter. 
We have added the school’s bank 
details in order that families can 
pay online.  
We are more than happy to see 
smaller regular payments to 
spread the cost if required. Just 
include your family name as a ref-
erence for us to see. 
 
 



Scholastic Bookclub 

Enclosed in this newsletter is the 
latest Bookclub brochure.   
You can order as usual by return-
ing your order forms to the school 
office by 30th March (if paying by 
cheque, please make them out to 
Scholastic NZ), or you can place 
your orders online (last day for 
online ordering for this brochure will 
be 2nd April). 
Visit mybookclub.scholastic.co.nz 
to register. For a quick start, just 
click on order OR register first to 
save your details for next time. Se-
lect your school and your child's 
class. Add your child's first name & 
last initial (so the school knows 
who the order is for). Enter the item 
number from the Book Club bro-
chure. 
All orders are sent directly to the 
school for submission to Scholas-
tic. Books will still be delivered to 
your child's classroom if you order 
by the close date. If you miss the 
close date that the school has set, 
you will be offered the option to 
have the books delivered to your 
home address for an additional 
charge. 
Afterwards, there's no need to re-
turn paper order forms or payment 
receipt details back to your school! 
 

School Lunches 

Here’s the roster for the next cou-
ple of weeks: 
Friday, 13 Mar: Melynda Phillips 
Friday, 20 Mar: Sarah Blyde 

TERM 1 

CALENDARCALENDAR  
 
 

WINTER SPORTS  
MUSTER   Fri 13 Mar 
 

WEETBIX TRYATHLON* Wed 1 Apr 
 
TERM 1 ENDS  Thur 2 Apr 
 

* Trips out of school grounds,  
(transport may be needed) 
 
Please contact Sibylle or John at school for 
further information. 
 
 

 

 


