
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
It has been a pretty ‘full on’ few days 
recently, and I am sorry if I haven’t 
been available over the start of the 
week. 
I have been on several courses over 
the past few days, which have been 
fantastic opportunities to reflect on 
what we are doing at school to im-
prove the learning outcomes for our 
students. 
I am always encouraged when I am 
part of a large group of educators, 
with some representing much larger 
urban schools. 
The reason for this encouragement is 
that while we may be small and rural, 
we are most definitely not behind in 
our approaches or methods. 
After looking at how other schools 
are managing their students’ learn-
ing, and seeing the results they are 
getting, we are doing well, as are our 
neighbouring schools.  
There will always be areas for im-
provement, and we are currently ex-
ploring how we can best support our 
students in their learning in mathe-
matics and making improvements to 
what we are doing as teachers to 
improve the learning outcomes for 
our children.  
This professional development and 

exploration will continue all year, and 
will involve you as families by explor-
ing how we engage with you and em-
power you as families to support your 
children in their learning. Not saying 
that families are not doing enough, 
but looking at ways that we can best 
partner together to get our children 
performing in mathematics even bet-
ter than they do now, and breaking 
the belief that we send our kids to 
school to learn, because we all know 
that this is not the only place that our 
children learn.    

Regards 
John Elliott 

ABOVE: Katia McClutchie, her 
face says it all...  
How good is sport! 
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Students of the Week 

Hannah Lee, Scott Howe and To-
ni Wallace were last week’s stu-
dents of the week.  
Well done, keep up the fantastic 
effort! 

 
 
 
 
 

Head lice 

There have been isolated cases 
of head lice at school. Please be 
vigilant and check your child/ren’s 
hair. 
 

Gala Preparations 

White Elephant 
We would like for people to start 
setting aside items that could be 
sold at a white elephant. This 
raised a lot of money for us last 
year, and we are planning a larger 
appeal to the wider community 
this year. 
Nikki Evans has kindly agreed to 
store any items in the lead up to 
the gala. 
 

Lucky dip prizes. 
Everyone loves a lucky dip! Can 
families please start gathering up 
lucky dip prizes. We would love 
for these to be wrapped and 
marked boy or girl. This was an-
other really popular part of the ga-
la and we have plans to develop 
this further in 2015. 
 

Novoflow 

With the changes being made to 
the playground fall area. We are 
on the scrounge for some off cuts 
of novoflow anyone may have lay-
ing around. We need about 15m 
but are happy to hobble together 
any bits we can get hold of. 
Please just dump any bits you can 
find over the fence, and we’ll take 
it from there. 
 

Lucky Bookclub 

Lucky Bookclub orders are due 
back at school tomorrow.  
If you are paying by cash, could 
you please make sure your kid 
puts the right amount into the en-
velope. We had several cases this 
month with payments being a few 
coins short. 
You can still place your order 
online until Thursday, 28 May. 
 

Pool Keys 

Thanks to all the people who have 
returned their pool keys so far. 
However, we are still missing 
about a dozen keys. Please return 
them to the school office ASAP.  



Strategic Plan  

This week we look at the progress we 
have made over the last three years 
against the last of our five goals. 
 

Strategic Goal Five: Developing the hu-
man resources, physical learning envi-
ronment, and learning resources into a 
creative, inspiring, child-centred 
school that enhances and stimulates 
learning at all levels of the school.  
This has been an area of focus for the past three 
years with the addition of the classroom in the 
front of the school taking a lot of principal and BoT 
time to bring up to the standard it is currently. 
The principal put in some massive hours in ‘The 
Block’ fashion to get the interior painting finished 
ready for students at the start of 2013. 
The exterior painting was carried out for free by 
TBS Coatings, who also supplied the paint. 
Community effort was put into the development of 
the grounds around this classroom, re-contouring 
the ground around the deck, concreting, decking, 
laying the paved outdoor chess area, and the gar-
den development being carried out to tie the room 
into the school. Countless hours were put in by 
many supporters to get this completed to a high 
standard. 
With the addition of the classroom, the library was 
able to be reinstated and over $20,000 was spent 
on books, shelving and technology to create a 
vibrant little library for our children. 
To make the most of this resource, the BoT in-
creased our Teacher Aide’s hours and provided 
training for her to manage the library. Tara has 
spent a lot of time and effort on making this space 
a wonderful place for our children. 
Lion Foundation funding was secured for installing 
the shade sails over the new deck, with supple-
mentary funding from the Home and School. 
TSB Community Trust funding was secured to 
purchase the giant chess set for use on the out-
door chess board. 
Professional development has been selected and 
sourced with staff over the past three years with 
school wide focus on targeted areas for develop-
ment as well as individually selected areas of inter-
est, or need to improve the learning outcomes for 

the children at the school. 
One of the highlights of staff over the last three 
years has been the trip to Wellington in 2014 
where four schools were visited to explore the 
innovations in property, learning and teaching, and 
use of digital technology to inform developments 
here at our own school. 
The principal has undertaken a research project in 
2014, and has undertaken a redevelopment of the 
teacher appraisal system making use of current 
best practice as seen during his sabbatical re-
search and professional development he has un-
dertaken in this area. 
The Board of Trustees have participated in Board 
Training in areas of effective governance, finance, 
Board Chairperson training, principal appraisal, the 
role of a parent trustee, etc. 
Most recently, the new playground is being in-
stalled in two stages, with a section of the old play-
ground being removed and the fall area being 
extended.  
Work on the new roll growth classroom is about to 
start, as is planned construction to reconfigure the 
toilets and provide additional breakout space to 
make use of some of the learning developments 
we have been exploring as a staff over the last two 
years. 
The Board is also working on improving the safety 
of our school for our students through reducing the 
risk posed by traffic passing our school. 
The BoT has secured funding from The Urenui 
Festival Organisation, and once further funding 
has been secured, electronic warning signs will be 
erected at both approaches to the school. This 
plan has been formed in consultation with our 
parent community. 

Consider this as we look to im-
prove... 
How do we ensure that our school 
best meets the needs for all of our 
students? 
How can our school’s property be 
best used to meet the needs of our 
community? 
How can we as a community sup-
port our school to offer our chil-
dren the best educational opportu-
nities? 
 



Netball  

Results: 
Yr 5/6 lost to Wta East Mana 4-12 
PoD: Lucy Blyde 
Yr 4/5 lost to Tikorangi Delta 6-12 
PoD: Olivia Dawson 
Yr 3 lost to pTikorangi Foxtrot  
PoD: Katia McClutchie 
 

Next Games: 
Yr 5/6 vs. WCS Rua, 5:30pm   
Yr 4/5 vs. St Josephs Waitara 
Lightning, 4:45pm 
Yr 3 vs Tikorangi Echo 3:45pm 
 

Basketball 

Results: 
Mimi beat Tikorangi 34-4 
PoD: Ani Butler 
 

Hockey 

Result: 
Mimi Warriors beat Mighty Marfell 
Mini Sticks 5-1 
PoD: William Groves 
 

Next Game: 
vs. Fitzroy Zoomers, Saturday, 
11:30am  
 

School Lunches 

Here’s the roster for the next cou-
ple of weeks: 
Friday, 22 May: Lisa Sarten 
Friday, 29 May: Karen Gillett 
 

Please come and see Sibylle first 
to pick up cash, lunches need to be 
here at school by 12:30. 

 

Mimi School now has 
their own Facebook 
page. Come and  like us 
to get more updates on 

what’s happening at our school. 
 

Mimi School can now 
also be contacted via 
mobile phone.  
Our number is 027 752 
3617. Please use this 

number to send in school related 
texts, rather than contacting 
John’s, Sibylle’s or the teachers’ 
personal cell phones. 

TERM 2 

CALENDARCALENDAR  
 

BoT MEET   TBA 
 

QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY Mon 1 June 
 

CAPITAL E* (Juniors) Wed 3 June 
 

BoT MEET   Tues 23 June 
 

WINTERFEST MOKAU* Fri 26 June 
 

COMMUNITY DINNER TBA 
 

FINAL DAY   Fri 3 July 
 

* Trips out of school grounds,  
(transport may be needed) 
 
Please contact Sibylle or John at school for 
further information. 


