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Back soon... 

The end of the term brought to a close the longest term 
we have had since the introduction of four terms years 
ago. While we may not have had all of our usual outdoor 
experiences like snorkelling and senior camp, we have 
had a very busy term having hosted the school cen-
tenary. 
I must say a massive thanks to all of the people who 
pitched in to stage this massive event. The weekend 
went off without a hitch, due entirely to a school commu-
nity that would not let it fail. 
I have had nothing but positive comments from those 
who attended, and it meant a lot to hear that those past 
pupils from decades ago enjoyed our hospitality so much.  
While those of us in the school today may have seen 
many of these people as ‘visitors’, these people were 
coming home to the place that they grew up. 
Next term I am on leave while I undertake a ten week sab-
batical that includes a five week research project and five 
weeks of time out to reflect and immerse myself in things 
outside of education. Unfortunately, sabbaticals have been 
seen as the realm of All Blacks in recent times, with some 
scoffing at the thought of a principal undertaking one.  
However, I feel comfortable that over my more than eight 
years at Mimi School, I have earned this time away through 
endless hours of ‘extra miles’ I have given the school and 
community.  I am a high energy educator and seeing faces 
like those in the photo above are all the reward needed for 
the hard work needed to provide our children with a wide 
variety of experiences at school. The kids have always 
been the reason that I do the things that I do for our school 
and I am looking forward to a great many more good times 
ahead following a bit of time out to reflect, research, and 
recharge.  
Each year 100 principals are approved this leave after mak-
ing an application outlining their research proposal. They 
are fully funded by the Ministry of Education so as to have 
no impact on the school. They are designed to stop princi-
pals from getting out of education or leaving schools early 

due to burn out, which is a common occurrence, especial-
ly in small schools like ours. At the same time, they aim to 
develop your principal through the research project that is 
undertaken. 
My research involves catching up with past students and 
their families to see how small schools like ours prepare 
children for higher levels of school. At the same time, I 
will be connecting with intermediate and secondary 
schools regarding the ideal levels of literacy and numera-
cy for children to succeed at these levels, as well as dis-
cussing the absolute bottom lines for those kids who will 
not make the ideals in the core areas.  
My time out involves spending some much overdue time 
with my very patient wife and children, as well as pretend-
ing to help the tradesmen on our house down the road. 
While I am away, Karin Jury will be Acting Principal for 
Term 2. Karin is a familiar face to most of us at the 
school, having been principal of Mimi School prior to me 
taking over. I know that I am leaving the kids, staff, and 
school community in capable hands. 
Enjoy your children over this school break.  

Regards 
John Elliott  

MIMI 
SCHOOL 

where the country, coast, and classroom meet 



The school emptied out again this year on the day of the 
Weetbix Tryathlon with almost all of the senior class being 
joined by a few of our seven year olds to participate in the 
event. 

The event is a great opportunity to get our kids into a major 
event, with 1600 kids taking part in this year’s triathlon.  

It was also wonderful to see some of our ex students re-
maining involved in the event, competing from their inter-
mediate and secondary schools. 

The confidence boost our kids get from completing an 
event like this is immeasurable, but obvious from the 
smiles on the kids faces after they have crossed the line. 
The pride that the kids wear their shirts is further testimony 
to the sense of achievement they get from completing the 
course. 

Well done kids, and parents, for getting involved in this 
year’s event. This year we were lucky to have been able to 
provide five free passes to our team after having won the 
school draw last year. 

This year, Alix Blyde was lucky enough to have won one of 
the major spot prizes, an Avanti mountain bike. 

Weetbix TRYathlon  

another hit  
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..action! 

BELOW: To mark the school’s 100th 
birthday the whole school walked 
down to the mouth of the Mimi 
Stream to the place that swimming 
lessons were undertaken before the 
pool was constructed. Parents and 
children alike were heard to be say-
ing, “We don’t get down here 
enough.”  
Ask one of the boys how they 
marked the occasion. 



ABOVE: Our Senior children were led 
through a refresher of the basics of 
snorkeling this term as part of our 
swimming programme.  
BELOW LEFT: Navella Weston and 
Livi Kahui-Hill take on the waves dur-
ing Surf School this term. The instruc-
tor was genuinely impressed with the 
water sense and confidence of our 
students. 
BELOW RIGHT: The Year 6 students 
had their second sailing session this 
term with the wonderful Sailing NZ in-

Sailing… 

The Year 6 children once again took in a Have a Go 
Sailing session with Yachting New Zealand this term. 
The kids had a whale of a time, and were even at-
tacked by pirates during the whole day on the water. 
This year, due to high numbers, the senior children 
were split into two groups, with the Year 5 students un-
dertaking their sailing day in Term 4. 

Snorkelling... 

While we have been unable to undertake a trip to a ma-
rine reserve this year, the kids were taken through 
snorkelling sessions in the Waitara Pools to keep their 
skills up for the next time we do. This day was run 
along with our annual deep water survival sessions as 
part of our regular school aquatic programme. 

..and surfing 

This year, thanks to the Home and School, our senior 
students were also able to try surfing with a surf school 
day with surf instructor, Daisy Day. Run from the Fitz-
roy Board Riders’ Club, the day was a highlight for all 
who attended. Living in a community so close to the 
coast, we feel it is important to expose our children to 
as many water sports as possible within a safe environ-
ment. 



Our thoughts are with one of our school families follow-
ing the tragic passing of Craig Darvill-Jackson. As a 
small rural community, we feel the impact of a loss like 
this quite heavily, and we think also of all of Craig’s 
friends in the community. Craig was a real character 
who touched many of the lives of the people within it. 
During his time in our district, he established many 
close friendships and associations. Craig was our local 
AB man, and as such became well known among the 
local farming community. As a school we are offering 
Craig’s wife Sue any support she needs at this time, 
and we send our love to her and Poppy as they come to 
grips with their loss. 
On a brighter note, we wish our principal a great break 
as he starts his sabbatical leave. John is an incredibly 
hard working educator, and when he requested the 
Board’s approval for his application for a study sabbati-
cal last year, we fully supported his application as a val-
uable opportunity to have our principal take a well de-
served break and recharge. While John is out for Term 
2, we are excited to welcome Karin Jury back as Acting 
Principal for the Term. 
 

Regards 
Maire Gill 

Chairperson  

TEAM  talk 
FROM THE MIMI SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

Top Playmakers  

This term we have selected Jack 
McClutchie and Jack Butler to be 
Playmakers of the Term. These two 
students have been chosen by staff 
and students after looking at the 
qualities and skills of a good leader, 
and nominating the Year 6 Playmak-
ers that we felt showed these quali-
ties best. One of these two students 
will be nominated by the school as an 
emerging leader as part of the Nation-
al Young Leaders Day that we will be 
attending next Term in Rotorua. 



LEFT: Kyle Fawkner 
strikes a pose during the 
junior classes’ trip to the 
Taranaki Transport Mu-
seum as part of Junior 
Activity Week. 
The kids were almost as 
interested as the adults in 
the equipment on display. 
If it is a place that you are 
yet to visit, or have not 
been to for a few years, 
the transport museum is 
well worth spending a 
couple of hours visiting. 
 

The great outdoors.. with indoor bits! 

At Activity Week, my favourite thing was 
kayaking. I went by myself in a little yellow kay-
ak. When I nearly got there I fell out! I said, “I 
have never fallen out before!” I was wearing my 
togs. They were black with Speedo on them. At 
the bridge I went on the rope swing and it was 
very exciting and scary at the same time. When 
we all kayaked back I was in the front and I felt 
quite lonely. Near the end I got a little tow. 

Kayaking 

by Louise Blyde, 7 years 

Picture by Jessica Woods, 6 years 

Against all odds, and in the grips of 
another dry summer, the juniors man-
aged to find something most of our 
farmers have been unable to… 25mm 
of rain. 
The junior classes took in a trip to the Ta-
ranaki Transport Museum before making 
a trip to the new playground at Pukekura 
Park. The following day, after setting up 
camp at Blyde’s baches for a three day 
stay, the heavens opened and none of 
the adults were disappointed to have to 
abandon the first night due to wet weath-
er.  
The rest of the stay went to plan, and the 
juniors enjoyed another outdoor adven-
ture involving kayaking, fishing, and 
beaching as well as an overnight stay in 
tents. 
Overall, the school is pleased to be able 
to continue to offer this great authentic 
learning experience to our young children 
and their families, with the overnight stay 
being a fantastic opportunity for parents 
to have their children experience a night 
away from home in a safe environment 
close to home. While being just on our 
door step, many of us need reminding 
that a venue like the Blyde’s Baches are 
a venue that other (not so lucky) schools 
would travel a long way to get to.  



 

Centenary celebrations hit the mark 

Taranaki Anniversary weekend saw the school 
abuzz with activity as the school community 

celebrated the schools centenary. 

Over three hundred people gathered on the Satur-
day for the celebrations which involved several 
dedications of trophies, trees, and the shrubbery 
to some of the folk who have contributed heavily 
to the school over the school’s history. 

Overall, the weekend gave people an opportunity 
to come together and reconnect with people that 
were special to them during their formative years 
here at Mimi School.  

It was a real privilege to have been part of the 
school during this time, and the efforts of the Cen-
tenary Committee in putting together the event 
must be acknowledged. So too the effort of our 
Home and School as they hosted our guests over 
the weekend, as well as our staff in the prepara-
tions of displays for the celebrations. 

And let’s not forget the kids whose performances 
and behavior on the day impressed the crowd. 

Well done, Mimi. 100 years was celebrated in 
style! 

LEFT: Jim Herbert and Luke Davy cutting the 
centenary cake painstakingly prepared by Si-
bylle Sulzberger. Mr Herbert and Luke were be-
stowed this honour for being the oldest past 
student, and youngest current student present 

at the celebrations.  

BELOW: The Centenary Stone carved by local 
artist, Howard Tuffery. The stone was blessed 
and unveiled at the celebrations, and was a re-
al highlight of the weekend that will be around 

for the next one hundred years. 



ABOVE: The centenary 
book that is available for 
purchase. Limited copies of 
the book are still available 
from the school office for 
purchase for $15. Get in 
quick if you did not buy one 
at the centenary. 

..action! 

Prior to the weekend, the children 
marked the school’s birthday with a 
pilgrimage to the site of swimming 
lessons prior to the school pool 
opening in the 1950’s. This trip to 
the mouth of the Mimi river saw us 
retrace the steps of students as 
they walked from school to the 
beach. 

We were lucky to have been ac-
companied by past students, Brad 
Sulzberger, Dianne Cook, and 
Richard Zimmerman who were 
able to lead the way. Coincidently, 
the girls and boys were directed to 
almost the same places that the 
children were sent to change over 
fifty years ago.  

The weekend kicked off for the 
adults with a mix and mingle even-
ing on Friday night where people 
started to reacquaint themselves 
with their old friends and teachers. 

Saturday kicked off with the arrival 
of a convoy of period tractors and 
cars as well as the vintage fire en-
gine from Urenui. 

Speeches and formalities were 
kept to a minimum, but were fitting 
for the occasion, with addresses 
from current and past students and 
staff, as well as a speech from re-
tiring MP Shane Ardern. 

Following photos and displays, and 
evening dinner was well attended 
and followed by a fantastic evening 
of music, dance, and entertain-
ment. 

Sunday saw a memorial service at 
the Waitoitoi War Memorial Hall, 
and the first public use of the new 

kitchen that was installed in the 
weeks leading up to the centenary. 

Other than the service in the hall, 
all of the celebrations were held in 
a marquee that was erected on the 
school field. This created an im-
pressive venue that added to the 
sense of occasion.  

Throughout the weekend, an ap-
peal was made for the restoration 
of the school merry-go-round. This 
much remembered piece of play-
ground equipment is approaching 
90 years of age, and remains the 
second oldest piece of equipment 
in the school, younger than only 
the hand bell. Around $2500 was 
raised in the appeal, and the  

merry-go-round has begun its res-
toration to its former glory. 

 

BELOW: The children in action 
during the formal part of the pro-
ceedings, singing ‘Ko Taranaki 

te Maunga’ for the crowd. 



MORATTI 
 Earthmoving Ltd 

20 & 6 ton Excavators,  
7 ton Bulldozer & Truck 

 
*Tracks *Drains *Fence Lines * All 
farm work *Section work *Roading 

 

Phone: 06 752 3570 

Mobile 0274 497 400 

TERM 2 

CALENDARCALENDAR  
 

TERM 2 BEGINS   Mon 5 May 
 

NETBALL 
BEGINS    Wed 7 May 
 

BASKETBALL BEGINS Tues 13 May 
 

SENIOR CAMP *  Tues 13- 
    Fri 16 May 
 

QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY Mon 2 June 
 

NETBALL TOURNAMENT    
    Sat 7 June 

 
YEAR SIX  
YOUNG LEADERS  
CONFERENCE  Mon 9 June 
 

WINTERFEST 
MOKAU*   Fri 27 June 
 

RED SOCKS DAY  Fri 4 July 
 

FINAL DAY   Fri 4 July 
 

* Trips out of school grounds,  
(transport may be needed) 
 
Please contact Sibylle or John at school for 
any more information. 

Waitara Rotary were in the school this term to present our Year 5 
students with their own copies of the Usborne Illustrated Diction-
ary. This is a great service undertaken by Rotary, and one which 
sees dictionaries presented to children around the province. 

These Rotarians are familiar faces to us as members of our wid-
er community, and it is wonderful to be able to maintain such a 
great ongoing relationship with the club. 

It is great to also catch up and thank the folk who regularly sup-
port our gala by running the BBQs every year. 

 

Pictured above with Lynn, Bill, and Graham from Rotary, stand 

behind Becci, Reuben, Indiana, Zed, and Lucy after they were 

presented with their dictionaries. 

 

It takes a village... 
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wedding photography           

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 




