
www.mimi.school.co.nz                                     July 2015 

CCOMMUNITYOMMUNITY  

NNEWSLETTEREWSLETTER  

To the new principal of Mimi School... 

So, here it is, the end of the chap-
ter of Mimi School’s history enti-
tled, ‘Mr Elliott’, and the start to 
the exciting new chapter of which 
you will head.  
What a ride it has been over the last 
nine and a half years, and I am in 
no doubt that when I look back over 
my career at retirement that these 
years will be the best. 
Being a rural principal is a demand-
ing job, the magnitude of which only 
becomes apparent if and when you 
stop to consider it as ‘a job’. 
The truth of the matter is that being 
a rural principal is a lifestyle, not a 
job. The rewards that come from 
this understanding and approach to 
the role will see you thrive and enjoy benefits to 
teaching and being part of a community like you 
have never experienced before. 
Look after these most amazing kids, all of whom 
are the most precious part of our community. 
These children are the reason that I have never 
felt coming to school a chore. They will love you, 
and do anything for you so long as they feel you 
are interested in their lives, and you get out occa-
sionally for a game of tackle bull rush or taniwha. 
This is a rural school, with a rural character and 
spirit that shines for all to see. It has taken years, 
and generations to get it to where it is, and I pass 
it on to you proud that I can say that it is in a bet-
ter state when I leave it than the day I picked it 
up. Make it even better. 
As I have done, use your skills and experience to 
the best of your ability in the best interests of the 
kids, and sleep easy knowing that you have done 
so. Having such a public position in such a small 
community, everyone will have an opinion about 
what you do and how you do it, and they will all 
share. Some will be good, some will be bad. 
Some will be shared in a positive way that en-

courage you to carry on, and some in an ill 
thought manner that puts you two steps back 
questioning why you do what you do. However, 
take the good with the bad because they will all 
make you better, and they will all have been of-
fered with the sincerity of a parent acting on be-
half of their child the best way they know how. 
Look after yourself and your staff. We have 
worked hard to create the team that exists, and 
you will travel a very long way before you find a 
group of people who enjoy doing what they are 
doing together as well as this bunch. Recognise 
the wonderful work that they do, and remind 
parents that they need to do the same from time 
to time, because like you, they will be being 
judged all the time. 
I leave with more children, more wrinkles, less 
hair and with more miles on the clock. But while 
I leave a role, I don’t leave the relationships that 
have been forged with some of the most amaz-
ing families having ensconced themselves firmly 
into my family's lives and hearts. 

Kind regards 
John Elliott 

Outgoing Principal  



Each week, our children pull on over 50 sports 
uniforms to participate in a variety of winter 
sports around the area. 
The school has been fortunate to have had the con-
tinued support from a group of parents who commit 
to coaching and organising our sports teams. In ad-
dition we are well represented in the Clifton Rugby 
Club, as well as having a few kids playing in soccer 
and league clubs nearby, as well as two inline hock-
ey players who play all year round. 
As I write this, I am also preparing my training plan 
for my under 6 rippa rugby team that I coach. Coach-
ing is a rewarding opportunity, and as teachers, it 
allows us to develop a strong relationship with the 
students we teach.  
In 2015, we have also been fortunate to have been 
able to field a team in the hockey league in New 
Plymouth. Thanks to Mrs McDonald and her hus-
band, Fale for coaching and making this happen for 
our kids. Past student, Tom Butler has also contrib-
uted to our hockey through making himself available 
to referee the games each week.  Miss Megaw has 
jumped right into the thick of things making herself 
available for coaching one of our netball teams, 
meanwhile a big thanks goes to Sarah Blyde, Lisa 
McClutchie, and Maire Gill for coaching our other 
two netball teams. Murray Blyde and Julia Lee have 
been busy coaching our basketball team around 
their other sporting commitments, and we are eter-
nally grateful for their support. 
Without coaches and referees there would be no 
sport for our kids, plain and simple. So be good to 
your coaches this season kids, there’s nothing more 
rewarding than that kid that comes up at the end of 
each training or game to say ’thanks coach’.   

Code breakers ABOVE: With so many teams in the 
Waitara satellite, our senior team plays 
under lights. 
BELOW: James Hill and Rebecca Bur-
nard on the New Plymouth hockey turf. 
The team has had a great first season, 
and are great to watch. 
BOTTOM: Miss Megaw organizes her 
troops between quarters. 



Our weekly pre-school sessions run 
on Fridays each week. These ses-
sions are focused on developing the 
early skills that our children need to 
develop sound literacy and numera-
cy skills. 
They are also intended to be a lot of 
fun for you and your kids as they 
become familiar with the classroom 
and classroom routines. 
If you want to know more about our 
B45 pre-school programme phone 
the school office, or drop in and ask. 

After seven years of storage, Central Squash have re-
established the portable squash court and we were lucky to 
have been able to secure a visit this term.  

The court came with coach Peter Mischefski who took the 
kids through their paces, developing their racquet skills be-
fore giving each of the children a turn in the portable court 
that was set up in the hall for three days. 

Peter was well impressed with the skills demonstrated by 
the kids, and it was clear that the children were all pretty im-
pressed with the chance to develop another sport skill to add 
to their bow. 

The Waitara squash club has regular days that children can 
go along to have more opportunity to develop this sport ina 
real squash court. 
 

What a racquet 
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We are excited to be nearing 
construction of the new class-
room, with successful tenderers, 
Pepper Construction hoping to 
start in July. 
In the lead up to this, we have 
been very fortunate to have had 
the free services of many skilled 
people with specialist equipment 
that has saved the school thou-
sands of dollars. 
From the installation of the new 
playground, through removal and 
repair of fences, to relocation of 
the back room and ground prepa-
ration for the new build, we have 
had the very generous support of 
GT Earthworks and Wills Con-
tracting, Honeyfield Contracting, 
as well as the on-site help of our 
local sparky Davis McClutchie, 
and our principal, John Elliott, and 
local stalwart John Hill, with Mur-
ray Butler also popping in to lend 
a hand to get things done. 
These people have worked away 
to prepare the way for construc-
tion, and as well as making im-
provements to the school for 
years to come. 
Our only regret is that our principal who has worked 
so hard to make it all happen will not be here to see 
the classroom come to fruition.  
We are equally sad to see John leave our school, 
but we are thankful for the time that he has spent in 
our community with our children, and we are 
pleased to be able to always claim that we started 
him on his principal career here at Mimi School. As 
well as saying goodbye to John, we regretfully fare-
well his wonderful family, with whom I am sure we 
have all made strong ties over the years that they 
have been in the community. Nikki, Kaia, Millie, and 
Lucy, good luck as you all follow your husband and 
father on the next leg of your journey. 
We are all excited by what the future holds, with the 
Board well into an appointment process and all go-
ing well, we should be able to appoint a new princi-
pal to start in Term 4.  

In the interim, we are very lucky to have Judy Tul-
loch stepping into the principal role for Term 3 while 
we go through the appointment process. Judy will 
be a familiar face to our community having spent a 
lot of years in teaching and principal positions 
around the wider district. 
 
  

TEAM  talk 
FROM THE MIMI SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

The ever changing face of Mimi School 

BELOW: Wills contracting moving the back room to the front 
of the school to make way for the new classroom to be con-
structed during next term. We can’t wait for the extra space! 
Special thanks to Wills contracting for carrying this work out 
for free. Special mention too to Tom Weston of GT Earth-
works for the earthworks, and Paul Honeyfield for all of the 
work fixing fences on top of organising the installation of 
our new playground. 



 

This year, our school joined with schools all over the coun-
try as a national field of remembrance was established to 
mark the centenary of the Gallipoli campaign and the sacri-
fice made by the 18200 soldiers who lost their lives in World 

War One. 

Schools around the country received Fields of Remembrance 
kits provided by the Fields of Remembrance Trust who worked 
alongside the Ministry of Education on this project that was 
aimed to inform and inspire a new generation. 

Each kit contained 30 small crosses, labels with names of people 
from their wider region who died in the conflict and a range of 
supportive material. 

Representatives from the school took part in the Urenui ANZAC 
service, joining the huge crowd that had gathered to commemo-
rate the day together. 

It was great to see Mrs Dawson there on horseback participating 
in the tribute to the horses that were also lost in service during 
the great war. 

The crosses have been kept and the school, along with the Wai-
toitoi War Memorial Hall Committee will look to place the crosses 
outside the hall again in future ANZAC Days to commemorate 
our local soldiers. 

Tainui Boys & Girls Club 
We are hoping to hold the AGM &  

Planning Meeting for Tainui Pet Day on  

Thurs July 30, 7:30pm Ahititi School. 
 

TERM 3 

CALENDARCALENDAR  
 

TERM 3 BEGINS   Mon 20 July 
 

BoT MEET   Tue 21 July 

 
TARANAKI RURAL SUPPORT 
TRUST COMMUNITY 
GET TOGETHER  Fri 24 Jul 
 
TAINUI BOYS AND GIRLS  
CLUB MEET   Thur 30 July 
 

NETBALL CLOSING 
TOURNAMENT   Sun 18 Aug 

 

PARENT TEACHER  Mon 27- 
INTERVIEWS   Fri 31 Jul 
 

*TAINUI SEVENS 
AT AHITITI SCHOOL Fri 31 July  
 

LIFE EDUCATION   Thur 6, Fri  7 
TRUST   Aug 
 

*LEAD 2015 (YEAR 6) Fri 7 Aug 
       

TARANAKI FESTIVAL  
OF THE ARTS SHOW  
AT WAITOITOI HALL Sat 29 Aug 
  

TAINUI CRSS COUNTRY  Fri 11 Sept 
 

MIMI SPEECH  COMP. TBA 
 

*TAINUI SPEECH COMP. TBA 
 

TARANAKI  
CROSS COUNTRY  Wed 23 Sept 

   
FINAL DAY   Fri 27 Sept 
 

* Trips out of school grounds,   
(transport may be needed) 

Field of remembrance 



ABOVE: Back at school, the students were asked to se-

lect a message that they took away from the day. It is al-

ways interesting to see what the children take away from 

the day. These are put on a poster with the child to re-

mind them of the inspiration they received on the day. 

BELOW: One of our local and past students, Luke Hill 

placed 10th in the National Cross Country champion-

ships that were held in Dunedin recently… yes, Dunedin 

in winter. Older brother Eli Hill also featured well, run-

ning as a 16 year old in the under 20 section. It clearly 

pays to have a long steep driveway sometimes. 

On an amazing journey 

MORATTI 
 Earthmoving Ltd 

20 & 6 ton Excavators,  
7 ton Bulldozer & Truck 

 
*Tracks *Drains *Fence Lines * All 
farm work *Section work *Roading 

 

Phone: 06 752 3570 

Mobile 0274 497 400 

We were once again able to under-
take the longest school day in 
Term 2, with our six Year 6 stu-
dents leaving in the dark for a day 
of adventure and leadership devel-
opment at Rotorua. 
The theme for this year’s conference 
was ‘My Amazing Journey’ where 
high profile New Zealanders shared 
their own amazing life journeys and 
challenged the children to think 
about making the most of what they 
have, rather than focusing on the 
things that they don’t have. 
Today, our children negotiate a sea 
of negative messages through the 
multitude of media that surround 
them. The National Young Leaders 
Day was once again, an amazing ex-
perience for our kids. It is a great op-
portunity to have our children bom-
barded with positive messages for a 
change, with the expectation that 
they will return to their schools and 
respond by sharing the positives with 
their peers. 
The annual pilgrimage to the luge 
track following the conference was 
once again a highlight for our chil-
dren, and an experience that I will 
miss sharing with the children next 
year. 

The Taranaki Rural Support Trust are working to support 
the farming families recover after the floods.  
 
If you or anyone  you know are needing assistance or 
you can offer assistance with  feed, grazing, labour or 
you need financial  
advice, please  
phone the  
Taranaki Rural  
Support Trust   
24 hour hotline  
027 462 7242.  
  
A Community Get 
Together is planned 
for Friday, 24 July  
from 6pm at the 
Waitoitoi Hall.  
Everyone welcome! 
 



Mimi represent! 

It’s not all about sport at Mimi, with Melody Close con-
tinuing on from the work she did with the school with 
hip hop and ballet lessons being run out of the Waitoi-
toi Hall each week.  
A group of Mimi students were lucky to have been able to 
perform at the TSB Stadium as part of the half time enter-
tainment at a Mountain Airs game this term. 
Meanwhile, Becci Phillips and Indiana Nash-Gillett were 
both selected to be part of the 70 strong children’s group to 
accompany Strike percussion in their performance as part 
of the upcoming Taranaki Festival of the Arts. 
Becci and Indi have been practising each week with other 
children preparing for this performance and we are looking 
forward to hearing the results. Well done girls! 

 

 

Top Playmakers  

This term our Playmakers of the 
term are Indiana Nash-Gillett and 
Caleb Hollows. 
Both students have been fantastic 
role models for their peers.  
They have taken their job as sen-
ior leaders seriously, and give 
their best to everything that they 
do. 



ABOVE: Luka Hansen and William Groves 
operate their human wheelbarrow, Scott 
Howe during the wheelbarrow races at Tai-
nui Tabloid Sports. 

It was a day of fun physical activities early this term 
as Uruti School hosted the Tainui Cluster tabloid 
sports day. 
Usually in cluster events, we pull on the school colours 
and compete against each other, but the focus for tab-
loids is fostering cooperation and friendships between 
the children from different schools. The kids are all 
mixed together into teams made up of a variety of ages 
and schools who then move around a number of fun ac-
tivities. There is a competitive aspect to the day, but this 
is measured by teamwork and encouragement, and pits 
kids against their classmates as they join children from 
other schools to win the overall champion team for the 
day. 

Tainui Tabloid Sports at Uruti School 

Filling the library 

Maia Sulzberger’s imagination and writing ability 
won a $1200 prize package this term from Paper 
Plus. 
Maia was the regional winner of Paper Plus’ Ginormous 
Imagination story writing competition’ that bagged her a 
$500 voucher for herself as well as a $700 voucher for 
the school library. 
Well done Maia, and thank you! 
 
Bullied Blurb 
 
Once there was a green bulgy blob and his name was 
Blurb. He had three toes and four fingers. He had a lim-
ey lemon green body and eyes that looked like white 
snooker balls with tiny black pupils bobbing above his 
head. Blurb lived in Mars but now his mother has got a 
job in New Zealand, which is a country on earth.  
Now he has to go to a human school and, he would be 
the new kid. On the first day at that school lots of peo-
ple were staring at him as if he didn’t belong there. 

The uniforms were very weird, because 
they had a red star on the front and a blue 
star on the back.  
Obviously he looked weird wearing the 
uniform so, a boy who looked way older 
than Blurb came up to him and said “Get 
out of here you slithery, slimy creature”. 
Blurb ignored him and carried on with his 
work. After school he walked home be-
cause he didn’t want anymore people to 
tease him. The next day lots of people 
were saying “You are so ugly,  
why don’t you go back to where you came 
from”. He ignored them again and headed 
to the playground. When he got there, he 
heard someone crying, so he decided to 
go and see what was wrong. It was a little 
girl named Charlotte, she was a bit young-
er than he was, so he went up and asked 
“What’s wrong” and she replied “Everyone 
is teasing me because I don’t know how to 
spell”. And then Blurb says “Maybe I can 
help you”. So they both sat down on the 
swings and Blurb gave her some pointers 
to improve her spelling. Then one day all 
the bullies discovered that Blurb was a 
very good speller, so they all asked if he 
could teach them how to spell, so they all 
said sorry to both Blurb and Charlotte.  
Now Blurb and Charlotte work at Paper-
Plus, spell checking all the books. 


