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Back to back 

What a great term of sport we have had 
this term with our netball and basketball 
teams having great seasons, with the 
Mimi Cliff Bombers keeping their title as 
Waitara Junior Basketball champions 
for the 2014 season. This term’s Com-
munity Newsletter is dominated by sport 
achievements with so many outstanding 
teams and individuals shining this term. 
In addition, we had many kids playing 
rugby and rugby league for Clifton and 
the Waitara Bears, all enjoying great 
seasons also. 
We had another great day hosting the 
Tainui Cluster Cross Country at our 
school this term, and several children 
enjoyed success at the Taranaki 
champs in Hawera this year with two 
top three placings. 
We have had another busy term at 
school, and inside this community newsletter you will read 
about some of the highlights of the third term. 
Well done Mimi, sport is a healthy pursuit that helps our 
children to learn a great deal of life skill beyond the obvious 
physical development. 
I hope that all of the parents who coached, refereed, trans-
ported, or otherwise supported their children all got as 
much out of the winter sports season with your children. 
From the game makers, to the daisy pickers, working to-
gether and being part of something bigger than yourself is 
one of the single most valuable learning experiences that a 
child can have through school, and is one I am unapologet-
ic about promoting. 
Next term we are excited to be able to offer all of our chil-
dren weekly hip hop lessons with Melody Close of Revolu-
tion Dance Studios. The Home and School are generously 
sponsoring this experience, and we look forward to sharing 
the results as part of an end of year production. Melody will 
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where the country, coast, and classroom meet 

also be offering after school classes for any children 
wanting them. See inside this newsletter for more infor-
mation. Finally, I would like to personally thank the Mimi 
School community for all of you support over the last two 
weeks while my family has been dealing with the passing 
of my dad, Don Elliott. It has been a tough couple of 
weeks, but Nikki and I very much appreciated the support 
of the Mimi staff, and Board of Trustees as well as the 
wonderful messages from the children, and the wider 
community. 
We all love our dads, and it is on reflecting over the years 
you have with them that we realise what an important job 
parenting is, and just how much the little things you do 
with your kids impact on your memories well into your 
adult years.  
With that in mind, enjoy your children these school holi-
days. 

 
Regards 

John Elliott  
 
 



 

Top in  

Taranaki 

Going on from impressive 
wins at the Tainui Cross 
Country, Hannah Lee 
went in to win the Tarana-
ki Cross Country champs 
for nine year old girls 
beating out 131 others for 
a convincing win. 
Meanwhile, Oliver Red-
shaw pulled off third from 
a field of 135 nine year old 
boys. Both awesome re-
sults. Well done kids. 
Joining them on the day 
were Joe Hill, Caleb Hol-
lows, Lucy Blyde, Alyssa 
Smith, Louise Blyde, and 
James Hill. Well done 
kids, we were proud of all 
of your efforts on the day. 
RIGHT: Like all of the kids 
on the day, Oliver almost 
literally left everything on 
the track, including his 
name tag! 

  5 Year Old Girls School   5 Year Old Boys School 

1
st

 Jessica Lovell Ahititi 1
st

 William Smyth Mokau 

2
nd

 Ruth Lowry Mokau 2
nd

 Mahaki Gibbs Ahititi 

3
rd

 Jemma Gibbs Ahititi 3
rd

 Jack Smith Uruti 

  6 Year Old Girls     6 Year Old Boys   

1
st

 Dannielle  
Hamblin-
Manderson 

Whare-
orino 

1
st

 Reece Omelvena Mokau 

2
nd

 Indi Single Mokau 2
nd

 Luka Hansen Mimi 

3
rd

 Zsalea Ellis Mimi 3
rd

 Lucas Hollows Mimi 

  7 Year Old Girls     7 Year Old Boys   

1
st

 Sophia Smyth Mokau 1
st

 Jayden Church Uruti 

2
nd

 Hannah Harrison Uruti 2
nd

 Karlos Phillips Mimi 

3
rd

 Sophia Sulzberger Mimi 3
rd

 Pera Nelson Whare-
orino 

  8 Year Old Girls     8 Year Old Boys   

1
st

 Olivia Kahui-Hill Mimi 1
st

 Oliver Redshaw Mimi 

2
nd

 Ruby Gibbs Ahititi 2
nd

 Claude O’Sullivan-
Lobb 

Mokau 

3
rd

 Jarhlia Salisbury Uruti 3
rd

 Olli Single Mokau 

            

  9 Year Old Girls     9 Year Old Boys   

1
st

 Hannah Lee Mimi 1
st

 Kaitia Gibbs Ahititi 

2
nd

 Tessa Smyth Mokau 2
nd

 Magnus Nelson Whare-
orino 

3
rd

 Indiana Nash-
Gillett 

Mimi 3
rd

 Caleb Hollows Mimi 

  10 Year Old Girls     10 Year Old Boys   

1
st

 Lucy Blyde Mimi 1
st

 Zed Stewart-
Cranson 

Mimi 

2
nd

 Morgan Cryer Mokau 2
nd

 Jared Lee Mimi 

3
rd

 Heidi Pease Ahititi 3
rd

 Joseph Hill Mimi 

  11 Year Old Girls     11 Year Old Boys   

1
st

 Francis O’Sullivan-
Lobb 

Mokau 1
st

 Oliver Hutchinson Mokau 

2
nd

 Leisha Garrod-
Ramage 

Ahititi 2
nd

 Bryn Raine Mokau 

3
rd

 Gemma Jones Mokau 3
rd

 Madison Kete Mokau 

  12 Year Old Girls     12 Year Old Boys   

1
st

 Dianne Yan Mokau 1
st

 Kase Barlow Uruti 

2
nd

 Unity Ngatai Mokau 2
nd

 Dylan King Mokau 

  13 Year Old Girls     13 Year Old Boys   

1
st

 Beth Pease Ahititi 1
st

 Joshua Black Mokau 

      2
nd

 Te Rame Calder Mokau 

Tainui Cross Country 



MORATTI 
 Earthmoving Ltd 

20 & 6 ton Excavators,  
7 ton Bulldozer & Truck 

 
*Tracks *Drains *Fence Lines * All 
farm work *Section work *Roading 

 

Phone: 06 752 3570 

Mobile 0274 497 400 

TERM 4 

CALENDARCALENDAR  
 

TERM 4 BEGINS   Mon 13 Oct 
 

WAITARA 
TOUCH RUGBY BEGINS Wed 15 Oct 
 

PET DAY    Sat 18 Oct 
 

WAITOITOI HALL  
Bi-annual GM  Sun 19 Oct 
 

TAINUI PET DAY*  Fri 24 Oct 

 

LABOUR DAY  Mon 27 Oct 
 

SAILING*   Thur 30 Oct 
 

SKILLS 4 LIFE  Fri 31 Oct  

 
TAINUI ATHLETICS * Fri 14 Nov 
 

TOUGH KID*   Fri 28 Nov 
 

PRODUCTION  Thur 4 Dec 
 

FINAL DAY   Wed 10 Dec 
 

END OF YEAR    

PRIZEGIVING  Wed 10 Dec 
 

LEAVERS DAY*  Thur 11 Dec 
 
 

* Trips out of school grounds,  
(transport may be needed) 
 
Please contact Sibylle or John at school for 
further information. 

The children and staff were fortunate to have been included in 

one of Olympic rower Rebecca Scown’s visits to schools this 

term. Organised through Daniel Radcliffe’s Volunteer HQ, Re-

becca has been visiting schools to talk about her sport, and her 

work visiting schools in New Zealand and overseas. 

The children were given time to ask some pretty carefully thought 

out questions, and Rebecca was very patient in answering them 

all. Two of the things that made real impressions on the children 

were, the small size of the rowing seat that Rebecca brought in 

to show them, and how tall she was, “almost as tall as Mr Elliott!” 

Olympic and World  

Champion visit impresses. 



Getting up and speaking in front of a group can be a 
daunting task, and not everyone enjoys public 
speaking. We encourage all children to face this 
challenge and learn to deal with their nerves as they 
speak before the class, and sometimes the school 
as it sets them up for success further in life.  
The whole school was busy this term writing and deliv-
ering speeches as part of our annual speech and poem 
recital competition. 
In years 1 and 2, the children learn a poem to recite in 
front of the class, while Year 3 students prepare a short 
talk. In years 4 to 6, the students prepare a short 
speech on a given topic. This year the topic was Bigger, 
Better, Faster. The winners of each year group go on to 
the Tainui Cluster Speech competition, with this year’s 
winners being: 
Year 1: Lucas Hollows, Year 2: Jade Lunn, Year 3: 
Louise Blyde, Year 4: Anastasya Little, Year 5: Lucy 
Blyde, Year 6: Jack Butler.  
In addition, each year we award the Oma Cup to the 
best overall speech in our school. This year, the winner 
of the Oma Cup was Jack Butler with his speech on 
how being able to do more hunting would make his life 
better. 
Congratulations to all of the children, the judges were 
impressed once again with the level of confidence 
shown by the children, and the way that every single 
child participated.  

 

Top Playmakers  

Ethan Howe and Olivia Groves were 
this term awarded Playmakers of the 
term for the way that they have been 
conducting themselves at school. 
Both students have focused on de-
veloping their positive leadership in 
the school with a lot of success. Par-
ticularly in empathy and caring for 
others. Well done kids. Keep it up. 

Talking it up 

LEFT:  
Members of 
the Clifton Un-
der 9 team 
that won the 
Under 9 tour-
nament for 
their club this 
year. 
At the end of 
year prizegiv-
ing Sheldon 
Fawkner and 
Lucy Blyde 
were also 
awarded with 
cups for Most 
Valuable 
Player for the 
Under 6 and 
Best Team 
Player Under 
9’s. 



Our weekly pre-school sessions run 
on Fridays each week. These ses-
sions are focused on developing the 
early skills that our children need to 
develop sound literacy and numera-
cy skills. 
They are also intended to be a lot of 
fun for you and your kids as they 
become familiar with the classroom 
and classroom routines. 
If you want to know more about our 
B45 pre-school programme phone 
the school office, or drop in and ask. 

Top honours 

 

9am-
11am Fridays 

At the end of the basketball season, one 
player is awarded the ‘All Rounder’ 
Award by the Waitara Junior Basketball 
Committee.  
This year, Jared Lee was presented the 
award from all of the players in all of the 
teams playing in the North Taranaki com-
petition. 
Jared was an integral part of the Mimi team 
that went through the entire season unde-
feated. Their achievement was marked at 
the end of the season with the basketball 
committee assembling a team of ‘All Stars’ 
made up from the best play-
ers of all of the other teams in 
the competition. We are 
proud to be able to say that 
even this team was not able 
to defeat the 2014 Cliff Bomb-
ers. Well done Murray Blyde 
and Julia Lee for all of your 
commitment during the sea-
son. 
Congratulations too to past 
students Alix Blyde, Cody Ox-
enham and Rachel Lee who 
have both been selected for 
Taranaki Representative 
Sports this year. 
Both Alix and Rachel were 
selected for the Taranaki U13 
basketball team, with Alix al-
so being selected for the trav-
elling team that is currently 
playing in the South Island. 
Alix also made the Taranaki Year 7 Netball team that  enjoyed a lot 
of success in the Hawke’s Bay this term.  
Cody Oxenham was selected for the Ross Brown Rugby team this 
year made up from the North Taranaki Intermediate aged children. 
These are all great achievements for these children. Keep it up kids! 



What’s been going on 

Room 1: In our second to last week of term 

3 we have finally finished our speeches! We 

were all pretty nervous and excited about 

delivering these to the school, although it 

was with big sighs of relief that they were 

over.  

  

Even more exciting is, we’re learning about 

Kokako. Our aim as Mimi kids is to reduce 

pest numbers  and see Kokako  

released at the White Cliffs. 

 

 

In Room 2 we have been creating artwork 

using warm and cool colours.  

"I have learnt how to use sketching lines 

and a ruler to create a master piece"  - by 

Olivia Sarten 

 

"I've learnt that warm colours change the 

way you feel about a piece of artwork" - by 

Louise 

 

Room 2 have also been learning about frac-

tions.  We created fraction sundaes. 

"We chose different flavoured scoops of ice

-cream and then worked out the fraction of 

each one - It would have been good if it 

was real ice-cream!" - by James 

 

"I found out that 3/6s is the same as 1/2" 

- by Kaia 

 

 

Room 3 thought Cross Country was tiring, 

hard, fun, good, long, nerve wracking and 

dying to win.  

 

“At the Cross Country I came down the hill 

and I flipped over and Kialle was right be-

hind me. When I got to the mud I splashed 

mud all over him. I came third and I got a 

black stick.” - by Lucas. 



CONTRACTING                 LTD 

- Farm Tracks 
- Drains 
- Culverts 
- Fence Lines 
- Building Sites 
- Septic Tanks 

Phone (06) 752 9710 
We are your local contractors                

CHRIS WISE  

For Truck and Digger Work 

All metal supplies including concrete metal 

and drainage stone 

(We also have access to scoria for those extra 

special jobs) 

CALL CHRIS OR 

SALLY ANYTIME 

One of Taranaki’s top 

leaders 

Each year, the Sir Peter Blake Trust makes presen-
tations to leaders across the country. From children 
through to adults, people of all parts of the country 

are recognized for their leadership potential. 

Our own Jack Butler was one of eight Taranaki children 
to be awarded a Sir Peter Blake Leadership Award this 
year. 

In keeping with the spirit of the award, and the man that 
it honours, Jack was nominated for his quiet, no non-
sense influence that he has on others. 

Jack has always maintained this approach to working 
and playing at school, and he is thoroughly deserving of 
being selected for the award. 

At school, leadership is encouraged in the eldest stu-
dents in their final year of school. This can be an inter-
esting experience as children are developing their 
awareness of the impact that their behavior, and influ-
ence can have on others. One of the lessons that the 
children learn through their final year, is that no one is 
perfect, and while this does not give license for behav-
ing any way a child likes, it does allow the children to 
learn that making mistakes is part of life and we all do 
it, but how we react after making a mistake is what sets 
remarkable people apart from the ordinary. 

Jack sets himself apart in not only the way that he very 
rarely drops the ball, but also in the way he responds to 
mistakes he has made. 

 

 

ABOVE: Jack Butler shows off the medal 
and book he was awarded by the Sir Pe-
ter Blake Trust for excellence in leader-
ship after being nominated by the 
school. Jack was one of only eight chil-
dren in Taranaki to be awarded the hon-
our.  



URENUI  

AUTOMOTIVE 

Ltd 
For 

REPAIRS, SERVICING, WOF, 

TYRES AND PUNCTURE  

REPAIRS 

Ph 06 752 3849 
VEHICLES, TRACTORS, QUAD BIKES 

Young farmer final to 

feature again 

Our school Pet Day is certain to please again in 2014 with 

over 60 animals on show this year. 

In addition to the focus on the animals with their pet children, 

we will once again be staging the finals for the 2014 Young 

Farmer of the Year competition where four senior students 

and four junior students square off for the title. 

To make things even more interesting, we will once again be 

deciding who will be taking home the Mums vs Dads Cup 

which goes back ages, and is currently held by the mums. 

So, with something for everyone, make sure that you make 

the effort to come along and support the kids (and adults)  in 

our ‘main event’ as a school holding firm to its good old kiwi 

rural background. 

See you there!  

Mimi School 
Pet Day  

Sat Oct 18  
From 10:00 am 

“Can we drag you there?” 

While our Pet Day does not have a 

large fundraising focus, our Home and 

School do run a baking and sweets stall 

that includes chutneys and preserves. 

We would love baking for our cake/

sweets stall for Pet Day.  Loaves, 

Cakes, Slices, Biscuits, Jams, Chut-

neys, Lemon Honey - these can be de-

livered to school on Friday 17th or early 

Saturday morning.   

Fudge & Coconut Ice - please deliver to 

school Friday morning, before Pet Day, 

so this can be packaged ready for Sat-

urday.  

Thank you! 

Hip Hop  @     Mimi 

Thanks to your support of the fundraising efforts of the 
Home and School, all of the children will be learning Hip 
Hop with dance instructor Melody Close. 

In addition, private after school kids dance classes will be 
run in the Waitoitoi Hall each Thursday afternoon at a cost 
of $95 for ten 45 minute classes. 

For more information, get in touch with the school, or con-
tact Melody Close directly at: dancingdivasny@gmail.com 
or phone 0275888090. 


