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End of Term Already! 

When I took on this job back in July (once I 
was police vetted!), September seemed a very 
long way off. I wondered if I would have the 
energy to sustain 10 weeks. Yet, here we are, 
and if anything I feel re-invigorated.  Age is a 
funny thing—the more energy you use, the more 
you seem to have! I guess the reverse is also 
true—and I do not want to LOSE IT! 
So, I’m here till Christmas and looking forward to 
Term 4. 
We have been a hive of activity this week with the 
children finishing their craft projects for you to 
view on Pet Day. PVA gluey fingers, paint and 
needlework are taking over the wet afternoons. 
Great fun. 
During the term we have had weekly sessions 
with Sport Taranaki which the kids have loved, 
even though it seems to have rained for most of 
their days. Thank goodness for a hall! 
Life Education was here in August, and Murray 
Martin for golf.  
We continued to 
be well-
represented in 
three sporting 
codes through 
winter—netball, 
coached by Lisa 
McClutchie, Ni-
cole Megaw, 
Sarah Blyde 
and Kelly Stew-
art; Basketball 
with Julie Lee 

and Murray Blyde; and Hockey with Nicky 
McDonald. A big thankyou to the coaches be-
cause we can’t do without them. Sport contin-
ues next term with Touch under Andrew Howe, 
Lisa McClutchie and Blydie. 
 

ABOVE: Mimi 
Year 4/5 Net-
ball Team 
LEFT: The Mi-
mi Hockey 
Team in ac-
tion 
RIGHT: Sport 
Taranaki Ses-
sion 
BELOW: Golf 
Lessons at 
Mimi School 

 



The New Plymouth visit to Len 
Lye and Exxopolis was such a 
treat. Good to have the gallery 
teachers give us insights into the 
various exhibits and of course the 
mirrored exterior was a source of 
fun for us all. I was impressed 
with the students views of the 
various exhibits, especially the 
Colin McCahon’s in the main gal-
lery. Through the eyes of young 
ones, minus the prejudices and 
opinions we have. Their ideas 
can be illuminating. 

Len Lye & 

Exxopolis 

URENUI  

AUTOMOTIVE  

Ltd 
For 

REPAIRS, SERVICING, WOF, TYRES 

AND PUNCTURE REPAIRS 

Ph 06 752 3849 
VEHICLES, TRACTORS,  

QUAD BIKES 

TOP: Fun at Exxopolis 
ABOVE: Senior students posing in front of the Len Lye 
Centre mirrors 

ABOVE: “The 
shoe fits, will 
you marry me, 
Cinderella? “ 
(Caleb) 
RIGHT: We had 
6 Little Red Rid-
ing Hoods on 
Dress Up Day 

Our inquiry this term was into “Fairy Tales” 
and culminated in a wonderful dress-up 
day this week and some good plays. I 
found that I was out of touch though—
”Frozen” is a Fairy Tale—but not as I know 
it (must talk to some grandchildren!) 
 

Fairy Tales 



Speech finals were held up at Whareorino last week, where 
Lucas Hollows won the Year 2 section. Well done, Lucas! 
The the Mimi Speech cup was won by Anastasya Little, with 
her very entertaining speech about “Surfing”. 
 Such good poems and speeches were delivered for our 
own competition. Some of the little ones were very confi-
dent and clear and our judge, Jan Brown, was very im-
pressed.  

 
 

Cross Country 

Cross Country training began in earnest at 
the start of September and we appreciated 
being able to use Bob’s paddocks across 
the road. Lots of muddiness over the next 
two weeks! The cluster event was held here, 
and went off well, with Mimi kids well repre-
sented in the medals (though Mokau was 
hard to beat). Our course is very challeng-
ing.  
We had 10 students go to the Taranaki 
Event in Hawera on Wednesday, where 
Hannah Lee won the 10-year old girls race. 
Awesome effort, Hannah! 
 

Speech Competition 

RIGHT: Elye Fawkner winning the 9 
year old boys race. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Hannah Lee at the 
finish line 

BELOW LEFT: Lucas Hollows, winner of the Year 2 Clus-
ter Speech Competion at Whareorino.  
RIGHT: Maia Stewart-Cranson reciting her speech about 
“Chores” in front of Urenui School 



I would like to take this opportunity to say a sincere 
thank-you to Judy and our wonderful teachers and staff 
for their fantastic work during this term. A well earned 
break is needed before an extra busy term 4. We have 
Pet Day, ERO and also the Gala coming up.  
Congratulations to all our students on their achieve-
ments both inside the classroom and outside the school. 
Please support our Home & School in any upcoming 
events. 
BoT Elections are in May 2016, so start giving it some 
thought about coming on the Board. 
The Board has been working overtime to fill the vacancy 
of principal. We have made an appointment and we are 
thrilled to announce that Mr Andrew Birchler has been 
appointed as our new principal, starting term 1 2016. He 
is an experienced rural principal who is looking forward 
to meeting and working with our students/staff and com-
munity. 
On behalf of the board, I wish you all a safe relaxing 
break. 

Maire Gill 
Chairperson 

 
  

TEAM  talk 
FROM THE MIMI SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

From the BoT 

Mimi School 
Pet Day 

Fri 16 Oct 
From 10:00 am 

“Can we drag you there?” Our weekly pre-school sessions run 
on Fridays each week. These ses-
sions are focused on developing the 
early skills that our children need to 
develop sound literacy and numera-
cy skills. 
They are also intended to be a lot of 
fun for you and your kids as they 
become familiar with the classroom 
and classroom routines. 
If you want to know more about our 
B45 pre-school programme phone 
the school office, or drop in and ask. 

While our Pet Day does not have a large fundraising focus, 

our Home and School do run a baking and sweets stall that 

includes chutneys and preserves. We would love baking for 

our cake/sweets stall for Pet Day.  Loaves, Cakes, Slices, 

Biscuits, Jams, Chutneys, Lemon Honey - these can be de-

livered to school on Thursday 15th October  or early Friday 

morning. Fudge & Coconut Ice—please deliver to school 

Thursday morning, before Pet Day, so this can be packed 

ready for Friday 

9am-
11am Fridays 

Pet Day 
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  CONTRACTING                 LTD 

- Farm Tracks 
- Drains 
- Culverts 
- Fence Lines 
- Building Sites 
- Septic Tanks 

Phone (06) 752 9710 
We are your local contractors                

CHRIS WISE  

For Truck and Digger Work 

All metal supplies including concrete metal 

and drainage stone 

(We also have access to scoria for those extra 

special jobs) 

CALL CHRIS OR 

SALLY ANYTIME 

Basketball 

Once again another fantastic season from our wonderful Mimi 
Basketball team. Thanks to our awesome coaches who have 
made it possible to win the trophy 3 years in a row—unheard of! 
Cheers Blydie and Julia! Thanks heaps to all supporters and the 
ladies at Waitara Basketball who do such a great job ensuring 
that this competition carries on year after year. 

 

TERM 4 

CALENDARCALENDAR  
 

TERM 4 BEGINS   Mon 12 Oct 
 

BoT MEET   Tue 13 Oct 

 
LEPPERTON 
TOUCH RUGBY BEGINS Tue 13 Oct 
 

HOME & SCHOOL MEET 
& AGM   TBA 
 
PET DAY   Fri  16 Oct 
 
TEACHER ONLY DAY Wed 21 Oct 

 
TAINUI PET DAY  Fri 23 Oct 
 

MIKE’S OKTOBERFEST Sat 24 Oct 
 

LABOUR DAY  Mon 26 Oct 
 

ERO VISIT   Tue 27 Oct— 
    Thur 29 Oct 
 

*SAILING Yr 5/6  Wed 4 Nov & 
    Thur 5 Nov   
 

TAINUI ATHLETICS* Fri 20 Nov 
 
MIMI SCHOOL GALA Sat 21 Nov 
 

*TOUGH KID   Fri 27 Nov 
 

LAST DAY   Thur 10 Dec 

   
*LEAVERS’  DAY  Fri 11 Dec 
 

* Trips out of school grounds,   
(transport may be needed) 
 
Please contact Judy or Sibylle  at school for 
further information. 

LEFT: Mimi Basketball Team with the Betty Whalen Cup. 
RIGHT: Zed Stewart-Cranson with the Parker Trophy he 
was awarded with for Best All Round Player out of all 
eleven teams.    



KIWI AVERSION TRAINING FOR DOGS 

Held at Urenui on Saturday, 31st October at 9am. Loca-

tion to be decided yet. 

To register your dog/s and for further information, please 

ring DOC on 7590350 

Conservation work at Mimi 

We had Puke Ariki and DOC visits 
recently. Puke Ariki are mounting a 
display about the return of the 
Kikako to Parininihi, in which we are 
involved with the vermin-trapping, 
and they wanted feedback from our 
students. What an incredible project 
that is. Let’s hope it’s successful. 
Davis is doing some amazing work 
with our senior groups 
Then, last Friday we went to Urenui 
School to get up close and personal 
with a real-life Kiwi—which I’d never 
done before, along with most people 
I think. Being able to touch and 
stroke this 14-year old bird, Sparky, 
was an unforgettable experience. 
The children learned a lot about the 
plight our Kiwi are in. To this end, 
DOC ranger Mike Tapp said they 
are running training sessions in 
Urenui soon, which have proved 
successful in  preventing dogs from 
preying on the birds. It’s free and 
you can take all your dogs along, 
whatever the breed. 

Guitar Lessons in Term 4 
 
 
Debbie Larson will be  
offering Guitar lessons  
next term. $15 for 20 minutes. 
If you would like to enrol  
your child/ren, please get in  
touch with the school office. 

ABOVE: Davis McClutchie 

and senior students check-

ing the traps on the White 

Cliffs Walkway 

RIGHT: Sparky, the one-

legged KIwi 

MORATTI 
 Earthmoving Ltd 

20 & 6 ton Excavators,  
7 ton Bulldozer & Truck 

 
*Tracks *Drains *Fence Lines * All 
farm work *Section work *Roading 

 

Phone: 06 752 3570 

Mobile 0274 497 400 



 

Top Playmakers  

 
Taranaki Hockey will be holding a 
“Schools Holiday Session”  
 

  New Plymouth – 5
th

 October,  
8.30am – 11.30am 

 

The aim of this Hockey Holiday Session 
is to have FUN, while learning and develop-
ing the fundamental skills hockey, and  par-
ticipate in a series of hockey-related activi-
ties.  This session is suitable for both the 
new comer and experienced  hock-
ey players. 
 
To register please go to  

www.taranakihockey.org.nz/registrations 

The Hockey Holiday Session will be deliv-
ered by THF Development Officers, Brooke 
Wyllie and Joanna Scott. 

 Magic Carpet 

 Paintball 

 Drive a digger 

 Horse & Pony Rides 

 Face Painting 

 Bouncy Castle 

 Raffles & Auctions 

 Food Stalls 
… and much much more! 
 

Saturday 21 November, 10am 

This term our Playmakers of the term are William 
Groves and Ani Butler. Both students have been 
fantastic role models for their peers. They have tak-
en their job as senior leaders seriously, and give 
their best to everything that they do. 

Quote for the Holidays 
“Doing nothing is hard—
you never know when 
you’re done!” 

http://www.taranakihockey.org.nz/registrations


Thanks to Maia Sulzberger for win-
ning Mimi School $700 worth of 
books from Paper Plus. Maia, you 
rock! 
And during next term as the new 
classroom gets finished, the library 
will be moving into where the senior 
class is now. So, very exciting! 
Looking forward to making the new 
library space an  exciting and fun-
filled place. 

Tara 
 

Yay, New Books! 

Next term, just after Labour Day, we will be visited by the Education Review Office which we are looking 
forward to. Our school is justifiably proud of our children’s progress, and the governance and manage-
ment of the school since our last review in 2012 has been robust. The new classroom is well on the way 
to be complete next month (though we forgot about the roof shout!) and will be a welcome change from 
Nicole’s room with its limited storage and lack of a sink and water. The new principal is coming to a well-
resourced and successful school in 2016. 
 
Have a safe and happy holidays with lots of whitebait. Jim is looking forward to having his wife home for 
a bit  and I guess you are all feeling the same way about your kids and grandkids! Enjoy them. 

Kind regards 
Judy Tulloch 

Acting Principal  
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