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Holding Loyal 

This week brings to a close our school’s 100th year of 
educating our community's children. Congratulations 
Mimi. 
I am pleased, and proud to be able to share that we have 
had another successful year on all fronts. From success in 
sport, to continuing to hold on to our rural character through 
another massive Pet Day, we have done our best to provide 
a wide range of opportunities for our community’s children. 
As for the core areas, we are also pleased to have been 
able to perform considerably higher than the National Statis-
tics in the ‘3 Rs’.  
The school roll remains the strongest it has been ever, and 
it looks to be on the grow again next year as welcome more 
of our community’s children into the school as five-year-olds 
in the New Year. 
As the principal, I would like to acknowledge the work of all 
of the people who make an amazing contribution to the 
school, and our BoT members are some of these people. 
You may not get to see what they do while the lights are on 
at school late each month, but all of the amazing things that 
our kids are lucky to be able to do stem from this. Support-
ing our direction is an amazing group of parents who make 
up our Home and School Association. This group is instru-
mental in the ‘hands-on’ practicalities of what happens at 
school. Without these people, not much would happen suc-
cessfully, and our staff and children have all been so well 
supported by this group again in 2013.  
Good staff are the key to a successful school, and I am also 
grateful for the huge workload that staff members put into 
bringing school to life for our kids. It is a fact that children 
who enjoy a good relationship with their teacher make the 
best progress in all areas. This is an ongoing focus for us 
here at Mimi School. While there may still be a few nine-to-
fivers still in education, you can’t operate like this in the 
country, and I am lucky to be leading a dedicated staff who 
all have the best for our kids at heart.  

Which brings me to the children. Another great year for us 
has been measured by, enjoyed with, and completely due 
to the most amazing kids that could fill any school. I have 
photos of the kids on my office wall, and they remain the 
reason that I put in the effort that I do. Some kids need 
extra help with reading, some with maths, and some with 
taking turns, but all of our children have responded to the 
help and support they have received from all of the people 
involved in our school. I am proud, and honoured to be 
able to be one of these people, and after 100 years, I hope 
that our community remains loyal to this wonderful little 
school. Kids, I look forward to some more great times next 
year.                          Enjoy your children this Christmas 

John Elliott 
Principal 

ABOVE: Some of the senior class pose with a guitar 
signed by Dave Dobbyn that raised over $2,000 at our 
gala. Support for our school comes from everywhere. 



 

Sport has remained a priority for us at Mimi 
School and the sporting prowess of our cur-
rent student population was put on show 
again twice this term in our Tainui Cluster 
Schools’ Cross Country and Athletics with 
15 age group trophies from these two 
events.  
As well as the age group trophies, the Mimi Re-
lay team retained the school relay trophy. Well 
done kids. The emphasis placed on sport and 
participation has remained a focus for us in 
2013, and the number of children excelling in 
sport has been a reflection of the value our 
school families place on involvement in sport. 
As well as the kids who win, it has been great to 
hear all of the children share their personal    

enjoyment and sense of achievement that they have 
gained from improving their skills, or improving their 
individual performance in sport. Throughout the 
year’s sporting calendar, our goal is to try to involve 
all of our kids in as many sports a possible in order 
that they develop and understanding of a variety of 
sports, as well as a love of being involved in sport 
that we hope becomes an ongoing life-long interest 
in a healthy pursuit. 

All going to  

plan 

 

Developing a full and balanced 
curriculum that makes effective 
use of our natural resources, 
people, and stories to connect 
our children with their environ-
ment, heritage, and culture in 
ways that see them participate 
fully in all aspects of life at our 
rural school,  
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Planning for success 

This community newsletter contains the five goals of our strategic 
plan on pages containing stories that share the progress we are 
making toward meeting the goals of this strategic plan. 
This was the first year of the current plan, and after engaging with 
our community, we have adopted five goals that will guide our 
school over the next three years. 

Keep an eye out for our Strategic Goals 1-5 throughout this community newsletter. 
They are placed next to stories sharing our progress toward meeting these goals. 

ABOVE: Age group winners and relay team 
members Brock Dodd, Alix Blyde, Louise 
Blyde, Hannah Lee, Zed Stewart-Cranson, Oliv-
ia Groves, and Lucy Blyde watch Rachel Lee in 
action. 
 

LEFT: Toby Bur-
nard’s cat 
‘upcycled’ from 
things discarded 
from around the 
kitchen. Up-
cycled animals 
were one of the 
indoor projects 
for Pet Day this 
year. 



CONTRACTING                 LTD 

- Farm Tracks 
- Drains 
- Culverts 
- Fence Lines 
- Building Sites 
- Septic Tanks 

Phone (06) 752 9710 
We are your local contractors                

CHRIS WISE  

For Truck and Digger Work 

All metal supplies including con-

crete metal and drainage stone 

(We also have access to scoria for 

those extra special jobs) 

CALL CHRIS 

OR SALLY 

ANYTIME 

Whittaker-Phillips Family                                                                                                                                   

Cup for Sporting           

Achievement  

ALIX BLYDE 

Baker Family Cup for        

Literacy Achievement 

RYLEE RESDSHAW 

Kay Sarten Cup for        

Mathematical Achievement 

CORY STEWART-CRANSON 

Chris Wise Contracting Cup 

for Diligence 

RYLEE REDSHAW 

Lowe Family Cup for          

Academic Achievement 

RACHEL LEE 

Radcliffe Trophy for 

Leadership and Empathy 

CODY OXENHAM 

Our 2013 Prize giving was well attended again this year, with 
the evening being held outdoors in beautiful conditions to al-
low for use of the pool beforehand, as well as a picnic dinner 
for our families. 
As well as awarding our school cups, and trophies, we also 
screened the premier of the second edition of Studio Mimi for 2013. 
This is the seventeenth edition which was produced using the latest 
technology thanks to the TSB Community Trust, and the Mimi 
Home and School. 
At the prizegiving, the school farewelled Mr Prosser who has put 
many hours into the school during his time here, with his car seen 
parked outside the school gate for hours on end. 
It was a sad evening as we also said our farewells to six senior stu-
dents who move on to Manukorihi and Sacred Heart next year.  
These students are the end result of six years of primary schooling, 
and we are extremely proud of this group. As a school we have a 
vision for how we wish to see our community’s children end up at 
the end of six years, both academically, and socially, and we can 
say that Alix Blyde, Ben Hubbard, Rachel Lee, Rylee Redshaw,  

Cody Oxenham, and Cory Stewart-Cranson meet 
and exceed these expectations. 
 
Aroha nui. E rere ana aku manu ataahua. 
 

2013 Prizegiving All going to  

plan 

 

ensuring our school culture 
reflects the values of its com-
munity, building the social and 
learning competencies of the 
New Zealand Curriculum, and 
developing the values and at-
tributes that make confident, 
connected life-long learners,  
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It has been another busy year for us again in 
2013. Trustee Elections were held during the 
year, and we farewelled three parent trustees 
when Chris Jamieson, Belinda Groves, and Jus-
tine Howe did not seek reelection. All of these 
parents have served for several years on the 
BoT now, and the school is grateful for their in-
put. We welcomed three new Parent Trustees 
onto the Board following the election with Donna 
Ellis, Lisa McClutchie, and Davis McClutchie all 
being elected as parent trustees to join Sarah 
Blyde and myself as returning BoT members. All 
three new members have brought renewed ener-
gy onto our BoT, and we have set an exciting 
direction for the school in the coming year. I 
would like to thank John Hill for acting as Return-
ing Officer at this year’s Trustee election. People 
like John have supported our school for many 
years from within the community, and for this we 
remain grateful. 
It has been sad to farewell Mark Prosser from 
the teaching team at the end of this year. We 
thank him for his time and dedication to his stu-
dents, and we all wish him well in the future. The 
BoT have continued to work with the Ministry of 

Another busy year 

TEAM  talk 
FROM THE MIMI SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Education to make improvements to the school 
property and alleviate the pressure placed on the 
space that we have for our students and staff. We 
have finalized our next 5 year property develop-
ment plan that will see refurbishment of the two 
1960’s classrooms as well as an extension on one 
to allow for teachers to withdraw students to work 
one on one. This work will be carried out at the 
same time as a partial roof replacement that is nec-
essary at this time. 
The BoT would like to thank our dedicated staff for 
all of the work that they do, and in particular, all of 
the additional hours that get put into providing our 
children with the experiences that make their 
school days all the more enjoyable. Camps, sports, 
classroom displays, Studio Mimi, gala, Young 
Farmer of the Year, and Young Leaders Days all 
take time outside of our staff’s daily hours. On be-
half of the BoT, I hope that John, Sally, Mark, Em-
ma, Nicky, Frances, Tara, Sibylle, and Ali all make 
the most of the school break to relax and recharge 
these holidays so that they can bring back all of 
that energy and enthusiasm that we all enjoy bring-
ing our children to each day.  
 

All the best for the season 
Maire Gill 

BoT Chairperson 

New library creates a real song and 

dance 

To mark the opening of our 
new library, we celebrated 
with a disco evening where 
the kids, (and many adults), 
dressed up as book charac-
ters. 
Thanks to our wonderful 
teacher aide, Tara Wade 
and her brother, DJ Lane, 
we had a great evening. We 
plan to hold another again 
next year at Halloween as 
an alternative to trick or 
treating, but still provide an 
opportunity for our communi-
ty’s children to dress up, 
have a great time, and eat 
some lollies! 



MORATTI 
 Earthmoving Ltd 

20 & 6 ton Excavators,  
7 ton Bulldozer & Truck 

 
*Tracks *Drains *Fence Lines * All 
farm work *Section work *Roading 

 

Phone: 06 752 3570 

Mobile 0274 497 400 

BELOW: The whole school travelled 
to Pioneer Village this year to get a 
taste of school and home life 100 
years ago. 
The school are on the hunt for pho-
tos from over the years to put into 
the school’s Centenary Booklet that 
is being produced in February. 
If you have photos please get in 
touch so that they can be included 
in the booklet. 
Stories from our past, both school 
and community are also required, 
especially from those who were stu-
dents at the 75th and later, as these 
are some of the tales that are miss-
ing for our next booklet. Write down 
your yarns and email to 
mimi100years@gmail.com 

Get your registrations in for 

our centenary celebrations in 

March 

Closing the gate on the last day this year saw the 
school finish its 100th year of educating our com-
munity’s children. 
The official centenary celebrations are set for Taranaki 
Anniversary weekend Friday 7th - Sunday 9th March. 
The Centenary Committee has worked hard to ensure 
that they have got registration details to as many of the 
more than 1000 people who have attended the school 
over the years. 
In addition, the centenary has been featured in every 
community newsletter the school has put out over the 
last year, so if you don’t know anything about it, you 
haven’t been reading your school’s community newslet-
ter. 
The committee wants to invite all of the community to be 
involved in this celebration through registering for the 
centenary celebrations. 
If you are a resident with the community at heart, but 
have not attended the school yourself, please do not let 
this discourage you from attending. This is an event for 
our whole community, and we are aiming for 300 at-
tendees to make it as special as possible. 
The weekend starts with a ‘Mix and Mingle’ on the even-
ing of Friday 7th March. This will be followed by a full 
day programme on Saturday 8th March with the school 
on show, the official cake cutting, decade photos, a din-
ner and dance, and a whole lot more opportunity to 
catch up with your peers. 
The weekend will conclude with a church service at the 
Waitoitoi War Memorial Hall involving a wreath laying 
ceremony. 
If you have yet to receive registration details, please do 
not hesitate to contact Sibylle Sulzberger 7523262, or 
Lisa McClutchie 7523332 to have some delivered. 

WANTED 
Any photos or stories of Mimi School and 
its community over the past 100 years. 
If you have any photos or contributions that 
could be submitted for inclusion in the Cen-
tenary Booklet, please scan and email them 
to: mimi100years@gmail.com or phone the 
school on 7523617 to arrange a time to 
bring them in for us to scan. 
We are relying on your support to produce 
a centenary booklet that includes the wid-
est range of people, photos, and stories 
possible.  



From the front desk 

By Lucy Blyde, Olivia Groves, and Jack Butler 

On a fine spring day I waited 
excitedly in line for the magic 
carpet.  
Suddenly, I saw the tractor com-
ing back for our turn. I nervously 
gave Mr Sulzberger two tickets 
for my ride and took to the car-
pet. My feet trembled and my 
tummy rumbled as we swung 
around the hilltop and skidded 
down the other side. It felt as 
though we were in slow motion 
moving insanely around a pad-
dock full of pot holes and ruts. 
The grass was flicking up and 
hitting me in the face as Greg 
Gillett was driving crazy. My 
goggles sandwiched my eyes 
and the grass kept flicking up 
into them until I couldn’t see 
through them anymore. All I 
could hear were two sisters 
screeching as they tried to push 
each other off. My sister was try-
ing to shove me off, and finally 
she did, making me run hard to 
get back on. Eventually, I got 
back on but fell off again straight 
away so I ended up chasing the 
magic carpet most of the way 
around the paddock. I can’t be-
lieve I paid two bucks to run 

around a hay paddock. 
At the horses, Kaz led Barnie 
with a sky blue lead that saw us 
trot off bouncing up and down 
along  wet and dewy grass. I was 
absolutely certain that I was go-
ing to fall off, but Kaz was there 
right beside me. Sadly, eventually 
it was the end of my turn, but I 
kept returning until I had ridden 
all of the horses during the day. 
Finally Mr Elliott was in the paint-

ball ring. All I could hear was 

bang bang bang. Poor Mr Elliott. 

But I suppose it was a good way 

to get him back for all of the stuff 

he makes us do at school. In 

front of me was Fred, who was a 

good shot. Again I thought, ‘Poor 

Mr Elliott,’ but it didn’t stop me 

from having a go. Excitedly, I 

took my turn, bang, bang, bang, 

bang! “Bulls eye!’ I yelled, ‘Right 

between the eyes!” I still had 

plenty of shots left, and Mr E’s 

mask was now covered in paint 

which kind of made me feel better 

because at least he couldn’t see 

them coming anymore. 

Fun times at the gala 

Dear Mr and 
Mrs Coulton 

I would like to take 
this opportunity to 
thank you for letting 
us use your pad-
docks for our gala. If 
you didn’t let us use 
your paddocks the 
gala would have 
been a disaster be-
cause the four wheel 
driving, magic car-
pet, and horse rides 
all required space, 
and these were some 
of the things that 
make our gala better 
than anyone else’s.  
Sorry about your 
paddock being 
ripped up, but we will 
fix it. With a little bit 
of grass seed, some 
water, and time they 
will be as good as 
new. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Jared Lee,  
On behalf of everyone 
at Mimi School 

Letter of the week 



The 3 R’s, the ‘bottom line’ of learning  

86.4% at or above 

National Reading 

Standard  

88.1% at or above 

National Maths 

Standard 

79.6% at or above 

National Writing 

Standard 

77.4% at or above 

National Reading 

Standard  

Nationally* 

73.6% at or above 

National Mathe-

matics Standard  

Nationally* 

70% at or above 

National Writing 

Standard  

Nationally* 

* 2012 National results. 

2013 national results not 

available until May 2014. 

At their last two meetings for the year, the Board of Trustees 

were presented with the end of year results for reading, writ-

ing, and mathematics across the school. 

While the school once again outperformed the national statistics in 

all of these areas, the BoT and staff remain committed to lifting the 

achievement of our students. In 2014 this will be done in two ways, 

1. lifting the achievement of those students not meeting Na-

tional Standards; 

2. Increasing the number of children exceeding National Stand-

ards. 

Part of the Board’s planning for next year was looking at how re-

sources can best be used to provide the biggest impact for all of our 

students. During these planning meetings, the BoT has drafted a 

plan that involves some pretty cool initiatives. These include provi-

sion of additional hours for our Reading recovery teacher to extend 

the number of children she works with, as well as provide additional 

support and guidance to the programmes run by our Teacher Aide. 

As well as looking at staffing, and resourcing, the BoT and staff 

have also targeted the development of a positive culture around 

mathematics from a young age, and a larger focus on problem solv-

ing in mathematics at all levels.  

Many will have seen or heard the media reports on New Zealand’s 

‘slip’ in performance in the international PISA monitoring of OECD 

nations in mathematics and sci-

ence. 

This has caused a lot of debate at 

a political level. However, Mimi 

School BoT have looked beyond 

the statistics to find the findings 

and recommendations that are 

contained within the report. These 

found that fifteen year olds with a 

positive attitude to mathematics, 

and a sound problem solving abil-

ity, performed best in the PISA 

assessment tasks. 

Three more contributing factors to 

performance were: 

 children being present at 

school on time and ready for 

learning; 

 support from families at home 

for learning; 

 students having a good rela-

tionship with their teachers. 

Part of this focus on mathematics 

will involve support from the Home 

and School, and we are looking 

forward to sharing the results with 

you throughout the year next year. 

All going to  

plan 
 

 

Working together as a learning 
community to help our stu-
dents meet or exceed stand-
ards set for literacy and nu-
meracy, and use these skills to 
learn actively across the curric-
ulum through modelling and 
encouraging thinking skills, in-
novation, and creativity in all 
areas of school life,  

1 



‘Old School’ support for our 100 year old 

school 

Wow what a busy and successful year we have 
had for Mimi Home & School.  With a school full 
of dedicated parents and staff, a lot of which are 
on the H & S Assoc. we have organised a large 
variety of fundraisers throughout the year. 
With the assistance of our supportive community we 
were sponsored a huge variety of prizes and vouch-
ers which were necessary to achieve the fantastic 
takings we accomplished with our bi-annual ‘Old 
School’ Gala.  Even though the weather wasn’t per-
fect, it didn’t deter anyone from having fun.  Thanks 
to the ladies from Rural Women for the great job with 
the hotcakes.  Martha, and the Mimi Mini’s Playgroup 
for providing the necessities of the day, (fantastic 
coffee). Thanks too to Rotary for their hard work on 
the Bar-B-Q and the Egmont 4x4 Club who provided 
thrills to most, and scared the living daylights of oth-
ers!   

Of course mention must also be made of all of our fami-
lies who put the time and effort into ‘manning’ their des-
ignated areas.  The baking donations, sponsorship and 
time from others in the community all resulted in anoth-
er fantastic profit of over $14 thousand.  With a school 
roll of 70 children this is a fantastic effort that would not 
have been achieved without the amazing support for 
Mimi school from our families and community. 
Thanks to Farmlands for their continued support this 
year.  We had the best dressed judges, all sporting 
brand new ‘Farmlands’ branded white coats.  We 
raised over $1700 on the day which was mainly due of 
our ‘Mums vs Dads’ cake competition.  It has to be 
mentioned again – WELL DONE TEAM MUM!! 
We hosted the Tainui Cross Country in August and 
changed our menu with the introduction of hot chicken 
sandwiches.  Along with the food and raffles on the day 
we achieved a $760 profit.  Thank you to our Tainui 

Cluster Schools for your sup-
port. 
Comedy Night brought in over 
$1100 and isn’t just a fundrais-
er but a chance to have a 
great night out with a lot of 
laughs thrown in. 
So all of this fundraising, all of 
this money raised and what 
are we doing with it?   
We contribute to keep costs 
drastically down for our annual 
school camps.  This year our 
Year 4, 5 & 6 students, and an 
enthusiastic group of parents 
and teachers, convoyed to 
Auckland, then cruised to 
Great Barrier Island.  They 
spent 5 days snorkelling, fish-
ing and trekking around the 
Island as well as fine dining on 

Report from the Mimi Home and School Association 



all the seafood delicacies the Island had to 
offer.  Through the Experiencing Marine Re-
serve programme which the school ran 
again this year, our children experienced 
the wonders of Goat Island.  One of our 
children was also funded to attend a fantas-
tic day out snorkelling the marvels of Poor 
Knights. 
But we don’t leave out our younger mem-
bers of the School.  Years 1 through 3 had 
a fun-filled activity week at the Blydes’ 
Baches.  They camped out in tents, 
kayaked, fished and swam the 3 days away.  
A great way to start Term 1 and reunite with 
each other after their holiday break. 
We have purchased new video camera 
equipment for Studio Mimi.  It is a great vid-
eo production starring our children, featur-
ing the highlights of the year and a great 
keepsake for our them to remember their 
time at Mimi.  We have also purchased a 
new microphone system this year, now 
John can be heard from a 3km radius! 
An area of focus for the school in 2014 is to 
promote a positive culture in early maths.  
Our ‘Buddy Reading’ is a great way of inter-
acting our seniors with a junior ‘buddy’ and 
H & S is keen to support the BoT and staff 
in this initiative by funding Maths games as 
an extension of this buddy system. 
Our sandpit is another area we have some 
exciting plans for with some exciting chang-
es in mind for next year. 
Our children are generally keen sports en-
thusiasts so we are extending our sports 
opportunities with cricket, tennis and surfing 
programmes in 2014. 

FAR LEFT: The seniors prepare for Gala.  
LEFT BOTTOM: One of our Year 6 students, Ben Hub-
bard does his bit for the school during his last gala.  
TOP LEFT: Tikorangi Principal, Paul Johnson Joined 
Mr Elliott for ‘Shoot the Principal paintball.  
ABOVE RIGHT: One of our amazing supporters, Neil 
Moratti thrilled the punters with his crew of drivers 
from Egmont 4x4 Club.  
BELOW: Kaz Jensen from A1 Homes, not only made a 
generous donation that underwrote our food costs, 
but also showed up on the day to lead children 
around on horse back all day. 

Our ever popular trampoline has received upgrades, we’ve pur-
chased new sandpit toys, as well as new sports team uniforms. 
We have decided to try H & S Friday lunches at least once a term 
next year to trial different food options for future fundraisers.  We 
know the feedback from our kids will help as it’s in their nature to 
speak the truth; good or bad when it comes to food! 
Thanks also for your valued donations to our monster grocery raffle, 
this year won by our teacher Mark Prosser. 
If you have any ideas on fundraising opportunities, please come 
along to our next meeting in February 2014.  If you bring cake or 
muffins your ideas will be put at the top of the agenda! 
 

Happy Holidays Everyone! 



A fresh start thanks to TSB Community 

Trust 

After being in storage for nearly 
three years to make space for 
teaching, our library was re-opened 
again this year with a bigger, bright-
er, and more exciting book collec-
tion held on new shelving and 
joined by some more modern tech-

nology. 

With generous support from the TSB 
Community Trust, we were able to in-
vest over $20,000 into our library. This 
meant that we were able to purchase 
almost 600 new books as well as 
some exciting technology to add to this 
space as a learning centre for our stu-
dents. 

With the help of the children, we se-
lected books that were of interest to 
them, as well as purchase ten tablets 
that will be used in the classrooms and 
the library to enrich the children’s 
learning. 

In addition to the tablets, we were also 
able to add a new IMac to the library. 
This computer has a dual purpose as it 
has been upgraded to allow for it to be 

used to produce the video productions, ‘Studio Mimi’ that 
the school creates twice a year. 

This really has been a team effort with even our wonderful 
cleaner contributing to the work involved in covering and 
preparing such a large number of new books ready for the 
kids when they return back next year.  

The school would like to thank the TSB Community Trust 
for their support, and we look forward to showing this space 
off as part of the centenary celebrations next year. 

ABOVE: New and old. Old technology meets new 
with books and tablets being bought for the new li-
brary. 

All going to  

plan 

 

Developing the human re-
sources, physical learning en-
vironment, and learning re-
sources into a creative, inspir-
ing, child-centred school that 
enhances and stimulates 
learning at all levels of the 
school.  
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Another of the property developments in 2013 was the completion 
of the new classroom with a large deck  being extended from the 
side to give the school an outdoor stage for performances and 
presentations. Pictured in action on the pyjama day held this year, 
some of the senior students lead the school in Jump Jam aerobics.  
The school has also been successful in securing funding from the 
Lion Foundation to add a sun shade to the deck to make it a sun 
safe area of the school for the kids to enjoy all year round. 



ABOVE: With a growing roll, 
and an ongoing commitment 
to having as many students 
as possible participate in Pet 
Day, we had another bumper 
year for lambs, calves and 
goats again in 2013. 
BELOW: Jack Butler races in 
the Young Farmer of the Year 
against eventual overall win-
ner, Rylee Redshaw 
BELOW RIGHT: The Tanui Pet 
Day team with the three 
school trophies that they 
won. 

More than 50 kids showed off 
60 lambs, calves and goats at 
another annual Mimi school 
pet day this term.  
Mimi school’s pet day involved 
another thrilling young farmer of 
the year competition. We 
caught up with some of our 
competitors who competed on 
the day  with 9 year old Jack 
Butler being full of enthusiasm 
about the young farmer of the 
year competition. “Everything 
went well except for the water, 
that just took forever. I just 
wanted to pull the hose off and 
let it spray into the bucket.” he 

said. 
Alix Blyde was another competi-
tor who thought she had done 
well but could have gone better, 
“I was really frustrated with the 
hose. I hate that stupid hose”. 
she said  
As one of our sunniest events 
for the year, we were also lucky 
to have had the Daily News turn 
up and feature the day on the 
front page. 
Also up for grabs was the pres-

tigious Mums vs Dads baking 

cup which was taken out con-

vincingly by the mums in 2013  

By Rylee Redshaw 

Pet Days 



As a school, we must thank 
our tremendous coaches, 
Murray Blyde, Tammy Oxen-
ham, Julia Lee, and James 
and Gemma Fawkner. With-
out the commitment that 
these people put in, our chil-
dren could never enjoy the 
level of participation, with 
such quality coaching.  
Thanks too to all of the sup-
portive parents who also 
helped from the sideline. It is 
a great show of teamwork 
each week at the games. 

With seven students chosen 
to represent Taranaki at a 
central and lower North Is-
land touch tournament this 
term, Mimi School had a mas-
sive representation at the 
provincial level. 
This is a massive achievement, 
and  great reward for the time 
and effort that gets put in by a 
number of families in our com-
munity. 
The Taranaki teams represent-
ed the province well, with top 
three finishes by most. 

This school community newsletter is kindly sponsored by 
 Waitoitoi Rural Women 

LEFT: Zed Stewart-Cranson, 
Hannah Lee, Alix Blyde, Ra-
chel Lee, Louise Blyde, Livi 
Kahui-Hill, Lucy Blyde, and 
Ani Butler all made selection 
for North Taranaki teams for 
the Taranaki touch competi-
tion with the North Taranaki 
teams dominating the tourna-
ment. Absent from the photo 
is Jared Lee who also made 
the selection. Seven of these 
children then went on to rep-
resent Taranaki in a Central 
and Southern tournament  in 
Palmerston North recently.  

The Untouchables 
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Thanks to Marbles Buffet at the Devon Hotel, 
we have been able to purchase new video re-
cording equipment for filming our twice yearly 
‘Studio Mimi’ productions. 
Marbles put up a $1500 school prize for the 
most popular photo taken in their photo booth 
uploaded to Facebook. 
The competition was seen by both Mr Elliott 
and the kid as a challenge worth rising to, and 
by the end of the competition, our was the 
most popular photo. Thanks to Keri 
Braithwaite for encouraging Mr Elliott’s plan, 
and thanks you to all Facebook users who vot-
ed for our photo. 

Educating tomorrow’s heroes 



 

 
 


